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What readers are saying

From Dave T.

Jim, what a GREAT book! So many of my questions have been answered. My life and faith will be making
some significant changes, in fact, it has already begun. Somehow, | "feel different" now. Thanks again and
thanks for being my friend.

From Joyce L.

Aloha Jim, | am impressed and am being blessed as | read your book. | have a Bible Study in my home on
Tuesday mornings with about 20 ladies. | will tell them about what | have read and the great value and
effectiveness for all who will read the book. Now that | have your book | can think of several friends I'd like to
give it to, so am even more eager. | told one of my friends about it and she would like to give it to her pastor.
One of my passions is writing. | can't even imagine the amount of time you put into this amazing, easy to
read, right on book. Love the way you substantiate everything you say with a scripture. | know God will use
this in a mighty way.

From Vicky H.

Your book is a treasure for both the seeker who is searching for meaning and purpose in life, and those who
are looking to deepen their faith and learn more from scripture. You provide friendly, teachable, and
pragmatic examples of how one can live a purposeful life in today's world using God's advice. You make it
simple by getting to the core of God's message in a relevant and personal way, guiding the reader through
real life questions, and offering specific passages from both the New and Old Testament. Anyone who reads
your book can glean valuable insight from hundreds of scriptural gems that are both thought-provoking and
encouraging, with the goal to be life changing. | will highly recommend it to others!

From Darsi B.

Thank you for the privilege of reading your book. God led you to bring His foundational truths "front and
center" and make them easy to digest and understand and without watering down their impact or power.
Thank you for being obedient and thank you for sharing the Light of the world with everyone! Phil 1:6 "Being
confident of this, that He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Jesus
Christ." Be strong and courageous. The Lord your God is with you!

From Diane B.
Thank you for letting me read your book! | can see that you put your whole heart into it - and | pray the Lord
uses it to bring many into a forever relationship with Him!

From Nikki F.
Jim, your book is AMAZING!!! | loved it! It is very, very good, and | can imagine a six week study around it.
Thank you Jim! | am going to have my Jim read it now, starting at the beginning.

From Pastor Paul

Jim Harper has a real & honest faith. It shows in his encouraging & challenging book. The title really is a
provocative question we all need to answer. Jim provides answers that connect with everyday life and are
firmly grounded in the Bible. Definitely worth the read no matter what you currently believe.

From Chris N.

Thanks so much for giving me the opportunity to read your book. Wow, I'm just blown away. | LOVED it! It's
so important to share the truth and shine the Light for Christ. Love to hear about how God is working through
you to help "seek and save the lost" (Luke 19:10, NIV).

From Pastor Aaron
| really enjoyed reading a draft version of your book. You have done a fantastic job digging into the Word.
You tackle a ton in this book. Once you get it edited and refined...it is going to be a powerful book. Well done!
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Chapter 1: | was made - to know God
Study Guide for the Group Leader

———

Chapter 1: | was made - to know God

(Please listen to our Chapter 1 audio file on our web site)

Study Questions

1. To learn who God is —what is extremely important?

You must open your heart. Your heart is the door through which God will enter so you can understand who He
is." God cannot reveal Himself to you if your heart is closed. If you seek Him with all your heart He promises you
that you will find Him.?

2. God told us He was coming to live among us hundreds of years before He
actually came. What are some of the things that He foretold in the Old
Testament?

e He told us He would be coming to live among us.* *

e He told us He would be born of a virgin and His name would be Immanuel, Prince of Peace, Wonderful
Counselor, and Mighty God.” ®

* Matthew 7:8 For everyone who asks receives. He who seeks finds. To him who knocks it will be opened.
2 Deuteronomy 4:29 But from there you will seek the LORD your God, and you will find Him if you search for Him with all your heart and all your soul.

3 Zechariah 2:10 Sing for joy and be glad, O daughter of Zion; for behold | am coming and | will dwell in your midst,” declares the LORD. n “Many nations will join themselves to the LORD in that
day and will become My people. Then | will dwell in your midst, and you will know that the LORD of hosts has sent Me to you.

* Leviticus 26:12 | will walk among you, and will be your God, and you will be my people.
° Isaiah 7:14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin will conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel ("Immanuel” means "God with us.").

® |saiah 9:6 For to us a child is born. To us a son is given; and the government will be on his shoulders. His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace.
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Chapter 1: | was made - to know God
Study Guide for the Group Leader

e He told us that for a long time He had kept silent about sending His son to earth to save us.’

e He told us He would bring justice to the nations® and He would make a new covenant for His people.9
e He told us He would write His laws in our minds and on our hearts.

12 13

e He told us that He would bear the sins of many'' and that our sins would be forgiven.

e He told us He would die, be pierced for our transgressions, be crushed for our iniquities, and by His wounds
we would be healed! ™

e He told us He would rise from the dead."®
e He told us He would ascend to heaven.®

e He told us He would pour out His Spirit on all people.’” ® °

7 Isaiah 42:14 "| have been silent a long time. | have been quiet and restrained myself. Now | will cry out like a travailing woman. | will both gasp and pant. 15 | will destroy mountains and hills, and
dry up all their herbs. | will make the rivers islands, and will dry up the pools. 16 | will bring the blind by a way that they don't know. | will lead them in paths that they don't know. | will make
darkness light before them, and crooked places straight. | will do these things, and | will not forsake them.

8 Isaiah 42:1 "Behold, my servant, whom | uphold; my chosen, in whom my soul delights-- | have put my Spirit on him. He will bring justice to the nations.

9 Jeremiah 31:31 “Behold, days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when | will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, %2 not like the covenant which | made with
their fathers in the day | took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although | was a husband to them,” declares the LORD. **“But this is the
covenant which | will make with the house of Israel after those days,” declares the LORD, “I will put My law within them and on their heart | will write it; and | will be their God, and they shall be My
people.”

1 Hebrews 8:10 "For this is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel. After those days," says the Lord; "I will put my laws into their mind, | will also write them on their heart. | will be
their God, and they will be my people.

 |saiah 53:6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him.
2 |saiah 1:18 "Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow. Though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.

2 Zechariah 3:9 For behold, the stone that | have set before Joshua; on one stone are seven eyes. Behold, | will engrave an inscription on it,” declares the LORD of hosts, ‘and | will remove the
iniquity of that land in one day.
** |saiah 53:5 But he was pierced for our transgressions. He was crushed for our iniquities. The punishment that brought our peace was on him; and by his wounds we are healed.

** psalms 16:10 For you will not leave my soul in Sheol, neither will you allow your holy one to see corruption.

® psalms 68:18 You have ascended on high. You have led away captives. You have received gifts among men, yes, among the rebellious also, that Yah God might dwell there.

*7 |saiah 44:3 For I will pour water on him who is thirsty, and streams on the dry ground. | will pour my Spirit on your seed, and my blessing on your offspring.

8 Joel 2:28 "It will happen afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; and your sons and your daughters will prophesy. Your old men will dream dreams. Your young men will see visions.
29 And also on the servants and on the handmaids in those days, | will pour out my Spirit.

° Ezekiel 39:29 | will not hide My face from them any longer, for | will have poured out My Spirit on the house of Israel,” declares the Lord Gob.
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3. After Jesus started His ministry - what did He tell us regarding His reason
for coming?

¢ Hetold us He is the image of the invisible God.®?!

e He told us why He had to be made human in every way.22

e He told us He had to come to reach the sinners. %*

e He told us He would provide a new temple (Himself) after three days - not built by human hands.?

e He told us He came to give His life for many.?®

e He told one of his followers (Peter) that he would deny Him three times - before it actually happened. 27
28 29

e He told one of his followers (Judas) that he would betray Him - before it actually happened.

e He told His followers that He would be condemned to death and that He would be mocked, flogged, beaten,

spit upon, and killed. He told his followers that after all of this happened He would rise from the dead after
three dayS.30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39

2 Colossians 1:15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. ®For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him. *He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.

2 Hebrews 1:3 His Son is the radiance of his glory, the very image of his substance, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself made purification for our sins, sat
down on the right hand of the Majesty on high.

% Hebrews 2:17 Therefore he was obligated in all things to be made like his brothers, that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make atonement for
the sins of the people. 18 For in that he himself has suffered being tempted, he is able to help those who are tempted.

2 Matthew 9:12 When Jesus heard it, he said to them, "Those who are healthy have no need for a physician, but those who are sick do. 13 But you go and learn what this means: 'l desire mercy,
and not sacrifice,’ for | came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”

2 |saiah 53:5 But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, and by His scourging we are healed.® All of us
like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him.

% Mark 14:58 "We heard him say, 'l will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and in three days | will build another made without hands."™
% Matthew 20:28 even as the Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."

2" Mark 14:29 But Peter said to him, "Although all will be offended, yet | will not." 30 Jesus said to him, "Most certainly I tell you, that you today, even this night, before the rooster crows twice, you
will deny me three times." 31 But he spoke all the more, "If | must die with you, | will not deny you." They all said the same thing.

% John 13:18 | don't speak concerning all of you. | know whom | have chosen. But that the Scripture may be fulfilled, 'He who eats bread with me has lifted up his heel against me.’ 19 From now
on, | tell you before it happens, that when it happens, you may believe that | am he.

2 Mark 14:17 When it was evening he came with the twelve. 18 As they sat and were eating, Jesus said, "Most certainly | tell you, one of you will betray me--he who eats with me."

% Luke 18:32 For he will be delivered up to the Gentiles, will be mocked, treated shamefully, and spit on. 33 They will scourge and kill him. On the third day, he will rise again.

1 Mark 9:31 "The Son of Man is being handed over to the hands of men, and they will kill him; and when he is killed, on the third day he will rise again."

3 John 16:16 A little while, and you will not see me. Again a little while, and you will see me." 17 Some of his disciples therefore said to one another, "What is this that he says to us, 'A little while,
and you won't see me, and again a little while, and you will see me;" and, ‘Because | go to the Father?" 18 They said therefore, "What is this that he says, 'A little while?' We don't know what he is
saying." 19 Therefore Jesus perceived that they wanted to ask him, and he said to them, "Do you inquire among yourselves concerning this, that | said, ‘A little while, and you won't see me, and

again a little while, and you will see me?' 20 Most certainly | tell you, that you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice. You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will be turned into joy.

3 Mark 10:33 "Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem. The Son of Man will be delivered to the chief priests and the scribes. They will condemn him to death, and will deliver him to the Gentiles. 34
They will mock him, spit on him, scourge him, and kill him. On the third day he will rise again.”

3 John 17:11 | am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and | am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them through your name which you have given me, that they may be one, even as
we are.

% | uke 24:45 Then he opened their minds, that they might understand the Scriptures. 46 He said to them, "Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the
dead the third day, 47 and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name to all the nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 Behold, |
send forth the promise of my Father on you. But wait in the city of Jerusalem until you are clothed with power from on high."

% Luke 13:32 He said to them, "Go and tell that fox, '‘Behold, | cast out demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day | complete my mission. 33 Nevertheless | must go on my
way today and tomorrow and the next day, for it can't be that a prophet perish outside of Jerusalem.

37 Luke 18:31 He took the twelve aside, and said to them, "Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and all the things that are written through the prophets concerning the Son of Man will be
completed. 32 For he will be delivered up to the Gentiles, will be mocked, treated shamefully, and spit on. 33 They will scourge and kill him. On the third day, he will rise again.”

% Matthew 17:22 While they were staying in Galilee, Jesus said to them, "The Son of Man is about to be delivered up into the hands of men, 23 and they will kill him, and the third day he will be
raised up." They were exceedingly sorry.

¥ Matthew 16:21 From that time, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders, chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and the third
day be raised up.
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e He told us that His death would begin a new covenant for all people.40
e He told us that for those who believe in Him their sins would be forgiven41 and they will find life.*?

e After He rose from the dead He told us that He had defeated Satan and that unless He left the earth - God'’s
Holy Spirit couldn’t come to live within us.”

4. Why did God need to live among us?

God sent his Son, Jesus, to live among us because no matter who we are, or what we have done, God has
incredible love for each and every one of us.

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall
not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world,
but to save the world through him. John 3:16-17

God’s desire was, and continues to be, to deliver His truth in a world full of untruths. Because He knew we would
sin, He knew we would be in need of a redeemer. He also knew that we could never redeem ourselves. No
person with any amount of sin could qualify to redeem us with his life. This would be a sinful man trying to
redeem a sinful man - and this equation just doesn’t work. It had to be a person without sin - and no human could
ever qualify.

In the Bible darkness is representative of sin and judgment.44 Sin in our life darkens our understanding and
knocks us out of alignment with God’s will. It is like hitting a pothole while driving a car. We all hit potholes (i.e.,
we all sin), and every time we hit a pothole our internal steering is knocked out of alignment with God’s will. If we
hit a pothole that is really deep it can cause serious problems, possible injury, and even death.

5. What is God’s message associated with? And why?

We all know what light is. We degend on light when we are in the dark so we don’t stumble. This is why God’s
message is associated with Ilght because it provides a direction and a way out of a dark world. Jesus came to
earth so we don’t need to live in darkness. He came so we can have life - and live it more abundantly ® And
when we live according to His truth we can also shine God’s Ilght ” toward others who are driving toward potholes
- so they can see and avoid problems that are ahead of them as well.

" |saiah 42:6 | am the LORD, | have called You in righteousness, | will also hold You by the hand and watch over You, and | will appoint You as a covenant to the people, as a light to the nations,
"to open blind eyes, to bring out prisoners from the dungeon and those who dwell in darkness from the prison.

“1 Acts 13:38 Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that through Him forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, *®and through Him everyone who believes is freed from all things, from which
you could not be freed through the Law of Moses.

“2 proverbs 8:35 “For he who finds me finds life and obtains favor from the LORD. *® “But he who sins against me injures himself; all those who hate me love death.”

%3 John 16:7 Nevertheless, | tell you the truth: It is to your advantage that | go away, for if | don't go away, the Counselor won't come to you. But if | go, | will send him to you. 8 When he has come,
he will convict the world about sin, about righteousness, and about judgment; 9 about sin, because they don't believe in me; 10 about righteousness, because | am going to my Father, and you
won't see me anymore; 11 about judgment, because the prince of this world has been judged.

41 John 1:5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.

% Psalm 18:28 You, Lord, keep my lamp burning; my God turns my darkness into light.

4 John 10:10 The thief only comes to steal, kill, and destroy. | came that they may have life, and may have it abundantly.

47 Matthew 5:16 Even so, let your light shine before men; that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.
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6. Does God love you even if you don’t love Him?

Do you know that God loves you even when you don’t love Him?*® God is at work in your life even if you don’t
know Him or love Him.

Not wanting to learn who God is can result in a spiritual death which will create a separation from the One who
created you. If you are indifferent about God (i.e., you choose to ignore Him), or if you choose to actively oppose
Him (i.e., you deny Him), both of these will result in a separation from God and you will never learn His plan for
your life.

If we accept God and His Word we will begin to gain the wisdom and knowledge that He wishes for each of us.*
It's a free gift - but we must accept His gift. We must invite Him into our heart so He can reveal Himself to us.

7. What does Satan want? What tactics does Satan use?

Satan does not want you to learn God'’s plan for your life and the inheritance God has for you % Satan is opposed
to God’s plan and he wants everyone who has been created in God’s image to be destroyed

Satan would prefer to destroy God, but he can’t, so next in line is you and me. Satan knows that if he can destroy
you and me he can make God very sad - and Satan is working overtime to do just that. Simply turn on the news
and you will see how successful he is. Someday Satan and all of his minions will be vanquished, but for now he
has free reign and he is destroying people at a record pace. But it doesn’t need to be this way; we simply need to
learn his tricks. We need to become wise to his deceptions, and we need to learn how to avoid Satan’s potholes
that are meant to hurt us.

One of Satan’s spirits, a fallen angel, even interrupted Jesus once as Jesus was preaching in a synagogue.53 If
the devil will attempt to interrupt Jesus in a synagogue, he will certainly attempt to interrupt you as you attempt to
learn God’s will for your life. So be on guard. We must all learn to recognize God’s voice the same way we
recognize a friend’s voice.

1 John 4:10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son as the atoning sacrifice.

“ Proverbs 2:1 My son, if you will receive my words and treasure my commandments within you, 2 make your ear attenuve to wisdom, incline your heart to understanding; Stor if you cry for
discernment, lift your voice for understanding; *if you seek her as silver and search for her as for hidden treasures; ®then you will discer the fear of the LORD And discover the knowledge of God.

® For the LORD gives wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge and understanding. ” He stores up sound wisdom for the upright; He is a shleld to those who walk in integrity, ®guarding the paths of
justice, and He preserves the way of His godly ones. °Then you will discern righteousness and justice and equity and every good course. 2 For wisdom will enter your heart and knowledge will be
pleasant to your soul; *'discretion will guard you, understanding will watch over you.

% Ephesians 1:11 in whom also we were assigned an inheritance, having been foreordained according to the purpose of him who works all things after the counsel of his will;

1 John 10:10 The thief only comes to steal, kill, and destroy. | came that they may have life, and may have it abundantly.

2 Mark 4:15 The ones by the road are the ones where the word is sown; and when they have heard, immediately Satan comes, and takes away the word which has been sown in them.

% Mark 1:21 They went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath day he entered into the synagogue and taught. 22 They were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as having
authority, and not as the scribes. 23 Immediately there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, and he cried out, 24 saying, "Ha! What do we have to do with you, Jesus, you
Nazarene? Have you come to destroy us? | know you who you are: the Holy One of God!" 25 Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be quiet, and come out of him!" 26 The unclean spirit, convulsing him
and crying with a loud voice, came out of him.
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8.

What must | do to protect myself from Satan’s many schemes?

Do you think the Lord sits by as Satan roars his messages to the world and remains silent? Not at all.>* The Lord
is constantly convicting us to testify to His truth.>® His Word pierces our conscience. We must continue to keep
watch because Satan is unrelenting. If we can recognize that certain messages do not align with the Lord’s truth
we will have the confidence to say “No!” to those messages. We will also have the ability to warn others about
Satan’s many schemes as well.

In trying to recognize the Lord’s voice it is important to understand that some people, even some of our closest
friends, can cause interference. Actually, it's more like static. The static can be so bad it can drown out God’s
Word. It is absolutely critical that we learn what sin is, especially sin in our own lives. We must be able to clear
away the static. We must be willing to talk with people who are willing to talk about sin, and sin for what it is: a
violation of God’s standards.

So we need to watch out for static in our lives, which might include some of our friends. Sin is a sin and none of
our friends’ static (i.e., their opinions) can change that. Don’t let your friends’ static try to convince you that it is
okay because “everybody else is doing it.” It isn’t. It's a violation of God’s standards. Read the instruction manual.
The instruction manual doesn’t change.

Who has been given control of the world in which we live?

God has given Satan control of the world until the end times® *” at which time Satan will be vanquished and sent

to hell for eternity. But until that time we must become wise and our minds must be transformed® so we can
recognize Satan’s many deceptions. Remember, Satan is constantly looking for people to devour.” He is so
cunning he even attempts to deceive teachers of the Bible.®® But God promises us that He will instruct us and
guide us®' and He will lead us in the right direction - around the potholes - if we follow Him. This will require that
we study His Word so we can make decisions that are compatible with and in alignment with His will.

5 |saiah 30:30 And the LORD will cause His voice of authority to be heard, and the descending of His arm to be seen in fierce anger, and in the flame of a consuming fire in cloudburst, downpour
and hailstones.

% John 18:37 Pilate therefore said to him, "Are you a king then?" Jesus answered, "You say that | am a king. For this reason | have been born, and for this reason | have come into the world, that
| should testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice."

% Revelation 17:17 For God has put in their hearts to do what he has in mind, and to be of one mind, and to give their kingdom to the beast, until the words of God should be accomplished.

57 2 Corinthians 4:4 in whom the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that the light of the Good News of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should not dawn on

them.

% Romans 12:2 Don't be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what is the good, well-pleasing, and perfect will of God.

% 1 Peter 5:8 Be sober and self-controlled. Be watchful. Your adversary the devil, walks around like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 9 Withstand him steadfast in your faith, knowing
that your brothers who are in the world are undergoing the same sufferings..

5 Mark 13:22 For there will arise false christs and false prophets, and will show signs and wonders, that they may lead astray, if possible, even the chosen ones. 23 But you watch. "Behold, |
have told you all things beforehand.

 psalms 32:8 | will instruct you and teach you in the way which you shall go. | will counsel you with my eye on you.
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10. What are some things that God wants us to know?
Here are some things that God wants you to know:
o He will give you wisdom if you ask and believe that He will give it to you.62
o He has a plan for you.63
o God's will is that you have a relationship with Him through His Son.®
o Honor God and believe in Him so He can reveal Himself to you.®®

As you hear God’s voice and follow Him, constantly ask Him to evaluate your motives. You must be willing to
change direction as He leads you.66

2 James 1:5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach; and it will be given to him.

& Jeremiah 29:11 For | know the plans | have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 2 Then you will call on me and come
and pray to me, and | will listen to you. 2 you will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.

& 1 Timothy 2:4 who desires all people to be saved and come to full knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave
himself as a ransom for all; the testimony in its own times;.

% Romans 12:1 Therefore | urge you, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service. 2 Don't be conformed to
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what is the good, well-pleasing, and perfect will of God.

% James 1:5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach; and it will be given to him
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—

Chapter 2: | was made - in God’s image

(Please listen to our Chapter 2 audio file on our web site)

Study Questions

1. Who was around when the universe was created? When the earth was
created? When mankind was created?

In the beginning, God said “Let us make mankind in our image.”® Did you ever notice the word “our” in this

verse? Who you do think “our” is? This will be explained in more detail a little later but “our” is (1) God the Father,
(2) God’s Son, Jesus, and (3) God’s Holy Spirit.

So when God said “Let us make mankind in our image” - this means God the Father, Jesus, and God’s Holy Spirit
were all present when mankind was created.®® Yes, even Jesus was there. Jesus was there when the universe
was created,” and Jesus was there when the earth began.”® And yes, Jesus was there when a plan was put in
place at the beginning of time to defeat evil and sin.

God knew what He was doing. His plan was already in place when man sinned in the Garden of Eden - and
Jesus was central to that plan.

%7 Genesis 1:26 God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the sky, and over the livestock, and over all
the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27 God created man in his own image. In God's image he created him; male and female he created them.

% Genesis 2:7 Then the LORD God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being. ® The LORD God planted a garden toward
the east, in Eden; and there He placed the man whom He had formed. ° Out of the ground the LORD God caused to grow every tree that is pleasing to the sight and good for food; the tree of life
also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

¥ Colossians 1:15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. * For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him. *” He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.

™ |saiah 48:13 Yes, my hand has laid the foundation of the earth, and my right hand has spread out the heavens: when | call to them, they stand up together.
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2. What type of creation are we?

The Bible says we all carry the image of God within us. Look closely in the mirror for a moment. Can you even
begin to comprehend how complex you are? You are not the result of a spontaneous reor anization of
molecules, or a close cousin of animals. You are a creation that is great and wonderfully made’" - the most
excellent of all of God's creations and a special expression of His divine nature.’ % You are an incredibly complex
and exquisite piece of art that is a direct gift from God God knew you before you were born and He predestined
you to be created in the likeness of His Son, Jesus.’

But this doesn’t mean that we, as humans, have any of God’s unlimited characteristics, such as omnipotence,
omnipresence, or omniscience. We are limited in our capabilities but we do have God'’s likeness in many areas

3. How am | “like” God?

1. Spirit

God is Spirit74 - which means God is invisible. When the Bible says that we are created in God’s image it means
we have been given a spirit. It does not mean that God is a physical being, or that we are like God in physical
form. Did you know that your body is just a temporary "dwelling" place in which the real you - your soul and your
spirit - resides? God created your human body for your soul to exist until such time that your physical body dies.

2. Heart — Your Feelings and Emotions

God placed something else in your soul when He created you. He gave you a heart. We are not talking about the
heart that pumps blood. We are talking about the heart that gives you the ability to feel: your emotions, your
thoughts, and your beliefs. God gave you a heart so you can feel love, and compassion, as well as hundreds of
other emotions. He has given you these feelings so you can better know Him and understand Him.

God wants you to understand the very intentions of His heart. God gave you the capacity to feel the same
emotions that He feels. God wants you to love what He loves, and hate what He hates. God wants you to love
Him with all your heart, mind, and soul.”” That is why He created you in His own image, and that is also why He
gave you a heart.

3. Relationships and Fellowship

Our Creator also created you to have a relationship with Him. God wants to have a rich and meaningful
relationship with every one of His creations. The great news is, we can - if we choose to. But God will never force
this relationship. He will never force His way into your heart. If He forces His way in, it won’t be a relationship.
When He knocks on your door (of your heart) He is hoping you will let Him in so He can tell you where you are
going. He has a wonderful trip planned. But, unless you open the door of your heart you will never learn where
His trip will take you. It's a destination you won'’t want to miss.

4. Free Will
God permits everyone to choose their own path and to make their own decisions. This is called free will. Just like

the angels, we all possess free will. We can follow God’s path (i.e., God’s rules, meant to protect us), or we can
follow our own path. If we don’t follow God’s path don’t expect His protection. He will let you reap what you sow.

™ Psalms 139:13 For you formed my inmost being. You knit me together in my mother's womb. 14 | will give thanks to you, for | am fearfully and wonderfully made. Your works are wonderful. My
soul knows that very well.

2 2 peter 1:4 Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature, having escaped the corruption in the world
caused by evil desires.

”® Romans 8:29 For whom he foreknew, he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers 30 Whom he predestined, those he also
called. Whom he called, those he also justified. Whom he justified, those he also glorified.

™ John 4:24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.

" Deuteronomy 6:5 You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. ® These words, which | am commanding you today, shall be on your heart.
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5. Conscience and Knowledge

You have been endowed with an intellect that is far superior to any animal, and you have also been given a mind
that is capable of understanding. But where God’s knowledge is unlimited, %7 you are limited in your
knowledge. 8 While animals act primarily on instinct, you are capable of looking beyond your needs. The Bible
says that we all have knowledge of right and wrong implanted in our hearts.” Perhaps our ability to

6. Creativity

Just look around. Look at all that God has created on earth, in the sea, and in the heavens above.®® 8! 82 8 Also
look around and see all of the incredible things that humans have created. It is quite obvious that humans are
incredibly creative.

7. Wisdom

Wisdom is a characteristic that both God and man possess. Theologians usually use the term “omniscient” when
J)eaklng of God’s infinite knowledge. God knows everything about everything. He knows what we are thlnklng,

and He knows everything that will happen God cannot dewse a bad plan because He knows the answer. His
omniscience supports His wisdom. God also gives us W|sdom but the wisdom of God and the wisdom of man is
not the same. In fact, they are incompatible with each other.® True wisdom does not come from man, it comes
from God.

God, through His wisdom, will bring about what He has promised in ways that you and | cannot even |mag|ne
But you must follow Him to learn what that is. If you lack wisdom you can ask God for it.% Wisdom, if used
properly, can ensure moral goodness, and it can also be a guiding light for your life. Wisdom will steer you clear
of Satan’s potholes. Having true wisdom is not knowing about good and evil, it is knowing good from evil.®
Wisdom is about making proper choices. Believing in God, and Jesus, can be the beginning of your wisdom. %

® psalms 147:5 Great is our Lord, and mighty in power. His understanding is infinite.

" |saiah 40:13 Who has directed the Spirit of the LORD, or as His counselor has informed Him? **With whom did He consult and who gave Him understanding? And who taught Him in the path of
justice and taught Him knowledge and informed Him of the way of understanding.

™ |saiah 55:8 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nNor are your ways My ways,” declares the LORD. °“For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways
and My thoughts than your thoughts.

" Romans 2:15 in that they show the work of the Law written in their hearts, their conscience bearing witness and their thoughts alternately accusing or else defending them, ®on the day when,
according to my gospel, God will judge the secrets of men through Christ Jesus.

% Genesis 1:21 God created the large sea creatures, and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarmed, after their kind, and every winged bird after its kind. God saw that it
was good.

8 Colossians 1:16 For by him all things were created, in the heavens and on the earth, things visible and things invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers; all things have
been created through him, and for him.

8 |saiah 40:26 Lift up your eyes on high, and see who has created these, who brings out their army by number. He calls them all by name. by the greatness of his might, and because he is strong
in power, Not one is lacking.

8 |saiah 45:18 For thus says the LORD, who created the heavens, “I am the LORD, and there is none else.”

8 Ezekiel 11:5 Then the Spirit of the LORD fell upon me, and He said to me, “Say, ‘Thus says the LORD, “So you think, house of Israel, for | know.

% Luke 5:22 But Jesus, perceiving their thoughts, answered them, "Why are you reasoning so in your hearts??

8 2 Kings 8:10 Then Elisha said to him, “Go, say to him, “You will surely recover,’ but the LORD has shown me that he will certainly die.”

5 Proverbs 8:10 Take my instruction and not silver, and knowledge rather than choicest gold. ™ For wisdom is better than jewels; and all desirable things cannot compare with her.

8 | Corinthians 1:18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are dying, but to us who are saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, | will
bring the discernment of the discerning to nothing."20 Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the lawyer of this world? Hasn't God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 21 For seeing
that in the wisdom of God, the world through its wisdom didn't know God, it was God's good pleasure through the foolishness of the preaching to save those who believe.

8 1 Corinthians 2:9 But as it is written, "Things which an eye didn't see, and an ear didn't hear, which didn't enter into the heart of man, these God has prepared for those who love him." 10 But to
us, God revealed them through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God.

% James 1:5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach; and it will be given to him. 6 But let him ask in faith, without any doubting, for he
who doubts is like a wave of the sea, driven by the wind and tossed.

. |saiah 5:20 Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; who put darkness for light, and light for darkness; who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! 21 Woe to those who are wise in their
own eyes, and prudent in their own sight.

92 psalms 111:10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; a good understanding have all those who do His commandments;
His praise endures forever!
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8. Sovereign / Authority

We are also “like God” in the sense that we have sovereign authority. God has sovereign authority over the
universe, and we have been given sovereign authority over the world in which we live.*® * This sovereign
authority, however, is not a birthright. It is a gift from God.* Just as God created and formed our world to His
liking, we are now responsible for managing it. This is a responsibility that has been entrusted to us and we

should not take it for granted. We will someday answer to God for the condition we leave it in.

9. Eternal Being

God is eternal® and the spirit within us is also eternal. If you haven’t looked up the word “eternal” in the dictionary
lately - it means “without a beginning, and without an end.” Being eternal means it will last forever. The |mEortant

qbuestlon for all of us is: after our physical body dies will we live eternally in heaven,® or eternally in hell?
Eternity is a very long time.

 Genesis 9:3 Every moving thing that lives will be food for you. As the green herb, | have given everything to you.
% Genesis 9:7 Be fruitful and multiply. Bring forth abundantly in the earth, and multiply in it.

 Daniel 7:14 He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and peoples of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and
his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.

% Daniel 4:3 How great are his signs! and how mighty are his wonders! his kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and his dominion is from generation to generation.

7 Matthew 19:29 Everyone who has left houses, or brothers, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, will receive one hundred times, and will inherit
eternal life.

% Matthew 25:46 These will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.
% Revelation 14:11 The smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever.
% 5 Thessalonians 1:9 who will pay the penalty: eternal destruction from the face of the Lord and from the glory of his might,

1 Revelation 21:8 But for the cowardly, unbelieving, sinners, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their part is in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur,

which is the second death.

8 99 100
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4. Am lunique? And, does God really know everything about me?

Yes, you are different. You are very different from every other person who has ever lived. It was God’s plan from
the very beginning that all of His creatlons would inhabit the earth'® and that every person would be unique and
fearfully and wonderfully made. 193 yYou weren’t born by accident. God knit you together in your mother’'s womb. 104

From the very beginning God wanted you to be unique - while giving you some of the attributes and
characteristics of your parents. That is why you may have some of your parent’s physical features, and maybe
even some of their behaviors, both good and bad.

When God created you He broke the mold. There is no other person on earth just like you. You are a “one and
only.” It says in the Bible that we were the clay and God was the potter. 105 1% \We were formed in His hand for a
special purpose % which someday will be revealed. God was involved in your physical and psychological
formation from the very beginning. He knows how many days you will live, and He knows all of the experiences
that you will go through during your lifetime. He has a plan for Xou a glorious plan. But you must believe. He
can’t reveal Himself to you, and He can’t reveal His plan for you, ~ unless you open your heart and let Him in.

5. What does the Lord want to give me?

When you begin to understand that God designed you for a special purpose, and that His will is perfect, you will
begin to understand that the unique gifts He has given you are meant to bless you. And when you delight in the
gifts that God has given you He will give you the desires of your heart.'® And when you have the right desires,
He will fulfill those desires. It's a win-win. If we focus on the gifts the Lord has given us "% we can be content and
we will no longer desire what others have. We won’t need anything - except God. This is the Lord’s plan for each
of us. So be grateful for your uniqueness. Cherish your uniqueness. Don't try to be like others. It would be a very
boring world indeed if God made us all alike.

102

Acts 17:26 He made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the surface of the earth, having determined appointed seasons, and the boundaries of their dwellings, 27 that they

should seek the Lord, if perhaps they might reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us. 28 'For in him we live, and move, and have our being.’

10

3
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Psalms 139:14 | will give thanks to you, for | am fearfully and wonderfully made. Your works are wonderful. My soul knows that very well.

Psalms 139:13 For you formed my inmost being. You knit me together in my mother's womb.

Isaiah 64:8 But now, O LORD, You are our Father, we are the clay, and You our potter; and all of us are the work of Your hand.

Lamentations 4:2 The precious sons of Zion, comparable to fine gold, How are they esteemed as earthen pitchers, the work of the hands of the potter!
Romans 9:21 Or hasn't the potter a right over the clay, from the same lump to make one part a vessel for honor, and another for dishonor?

Luke 2:26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.

Psalms 37:4 Delight yourself in the LORD; and He will give you the desires of your heart.

Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared before that we would walk in them.
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6. When did the Lord put His plan in place for me?

Did you know that God put a plan in place for you and your Ilfe before the earth was formed?'"" "2 '3 He also
predestined you eons ago to live the life that you are I|V|ng * His plan might include taking you over some
bumpy roads in the bus that He is driving, but each of these bumpy roads has a purpose. They are for our
spiritual development. You might be riding over some bumpy roads right now.

Riding over bumpy roads might be something that God feels that you need to experience. He might want you to
see something, or feel something, or maybe experience something. It might include experiencing hardship. It
might include experiencing pain, or loss. It might include experiencing His grace, possibly even a miracle. But it's
all for a reason. God came and lived with us so we can believe in Him and trust in Him with our life and our future.
Foll?g/ving Him requires faith, and with just a little bit of faith He promises us that nothing will be impossible for
us.

7. Did God create me this way (the way | am...) for a reason?

In God’s eyes we have all been created just the way He wants us. We are all wonderfully made and His treasured
possessmn.116 "7 He has a plan for every single one of us. "8 This means there is a special work that God has
planned for you that only you can do, in just the way you can do it. There is nothing in your life that will be wasted.
God uses your past, your present, and all of the hardships that you have been through to prepare you for the
future. Ask God for wisdom to help you understand why He made you the way you are and why He placed you on
this earth so you can be effective in your work for Him. He has a beautiful plan for you. You were created for Him
to do good works.

M1 psalms 139:13 For you formed my inmost being. You knit me together in my mother's womb. 14 1 will give thanks to you, for | am fearfully and wonderfully made. Your works are wonderful. My
soul knows that very well. 15 My frame wasn't hidden from you, when | was made in secret, woven together in the depths of the earth. 16 Your eyes saw my body. In your book they were all
written, the days that were ordained for me, when as yet there were none of them.

M2 proverbs 8:22 The LORD possessed me at the beginning of His way, before His works of old. ** “From everlasting | was established, from the beginning, from the earliest times of the earth.
13 Jeremiah 1:5 Before | formed you in the belly | knew you, and before you came forth out of the womb | sanctified you; | have appointed you a prophet to the nations.

1% Romans 8:29 For whom he foreknew, he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstoorn among many brothers. 30 Whom he predestined, those he
also called. Whom he called, those he also justified. Whom he justified, those he also glorified.

15 Matthew 17:20 He said to them, "Because of your unbelief. For most certainly | tell you, if you have faith as a grain of mustard seed, you will tell this mountain, ‘Move from here to there," and it
will move; and nothing will be impossible for you.”

16 psalms 139:13 For you formed my inmost being. You knit me together in my mother's womb. 14 | will give thanks to you, for | am fearfully and wonderfully made. Your works are wonderful. My
soul knows that very well. 15 My frame wasn't hidden from you, when | was made in secret, woven together in the depths of the earth. 16 Your eyes saw my body. In your book they were all
written, the days that were ordained for me, when as yet there were none of them.

wr Deuteronomy 7:6 For you are a holy people to the LORD your God; the LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for His own possession out of all the peoples who are on the face of the
earth.

M8 Jeremiah 29:11 For | know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. ** Then you will call on me and come
and pray to me, and | will listen to you. 3 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.
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Chapter 3: | was made - to live through many
difficulties

(Please listen to our Chapter 3 audio file on our web site)

Study Questions

1. Was | born asinner?

God didn’t create man to sin. God created man upright.119 But, God also gave us free will - the ability to make our
own decisions. This means we can make decisions that align with God’s standards, or we can make decisions
that do not align with God’s standards, also known as sin. And He has given us the ability to choose. This means
that God has given us the ability to ignore Him, and even deny Him. But the great thing is, it's our choice.

Who doesn’t like having 100% control over our own decisions? Yahoo! It's like putting a child in a candy store
and then leaving. Well, this is exactly what God has given each of us - total control over our decisions. To make
matters worse, He has left the candy store owner (Satan) in the store to convince the child (us) to eat as much
candy as we want. And being as naive as we are, and if we don’t take our parent’s warnings seriously, we will
listen to the candy store owner. The candy looks so good, how can it possibly hurt us? Satan will also work
overtime convincing you that the candy is healthy for you. Oh boy, this is bad.

When God created us He knew the only way He could ever have a relationship with us was to give us the option
of having a relationship with Him, and the option of listening to Him, otherwise it wouldn’t be a relationship. Love
is not love if it is in any way coerced. So, God permits all of us to choose our own path even if it means we
choose not to follow Him.

19 Ecclesiastes 7:29 Behold, this only have | found: that God made man upright.
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Sin entered the world through one man, which was Adam, and has been passed down through the generations to
every one of us. 120 We all inherited this sin nature at birth.'?' ' This sin nature is the basis for our sinful thoughts
and our sinful habits. Sin has its roots in our heart, which influences our mlnd which eventually finds its
expression through our body when we follow through with our sinful desire.'® ! Every time we sin we fall short
of God's standards for our life."

2. How can | prove that | inherited a sin nature at birth?

It is relatively easy to prove that we all inherited a sin nature. 128 Just watch any small child. The child is naturally
selfish and there was nobody who had to teach the child to be selfish. Being selfish is how we all started out. It is
basically in our DNA.' Havmg a sin nature is a condition that we all inherited.

As the child begins to grow up he begins to learn right from wrong and that selfishness is not a great way to live.
The child learns, sometimes the hard way, that people will get hurt if he continues along his selfish ways. He
learns that it causes problems. He eventually learns to control his selfish desires and that sharing is a better way
to live - for everyone. This is when his character starts to develop. He starts making conscious decisions about
how he wishes to live: to share, or not share.

As he continues to grow and interact with others he is confronted with even more important choices - to do things
that are right, or wrong, with kindness, or W|th evil - and this is when sin enters the picture. He now has to make
decisions that align with God’s standards, 2 oris contrary to God’s standards, which is sin.

As we grow older we also learn about personal responsibility and accountability for our decisions. We learn,
sometimes the hard way, that our decisions can have a very high price, such as contracting a disease, going to
jail, drinking and getting into a car accident, and sometimes even death. As we approach adulthood we begin to
learn that our decisions can have an everlasting consequence.

20 Romans 5:12 Therefore, as sin entered into the world through one man, and death through sin; and so death passed to all men, because all sinned. 13 For until the law, sin was in the world;
but sin is not charged when there is no law. 14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses, even over those whose sins weren't like Adam's disobedience, who is a foreshadowing of him
who was to come.

21 Genesis 8:21 because the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth.

22 psalms 51:5 Behold, | was brought forth in iniquity. In sin my mother conceived me.

25 Matthew 15:19 For out of the heart come forth evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, sexual sins, thefts, false testimony, and blasphemies.

2% Hebrews 3:12 Beware, brothers, lest perhaps there be in any one of you an evil heart of unbelief, in falling away from the living God.

125 1 John 3:4 Everyone who sins also commits lawlessness. Sin is | 1ess.

%6 psalms 58:3 The wicked go astray from the womb. They are wayward as soon as they are born, speaking lies.
27 |saiah 48:8 for | knew that you did deal very treacherously, and was called a transgressor from the womb.

28 |saiah 7:15 He shall eat butter and honey when he knows to refuse the evil, and choose the good. 16 For before the child knows to refuse the evil, and choose the good, the land whose two
kings you abhor shall be forsaken.

Page 16
www.understandgodswill.com



Chapter 3: | was made - to live through many difficulties
Study Guide for the Group Leader

3. Can God prevent my suffering?

Yes, God can prevent your pain and suffering. He’s God, remember? But God allows pain and suffering because
He wants you to lean on Him. We are all hard-wired to call out to God when we feel anguish, or sorrow, or
despair. If you have ever ridden on an extremely bumpy plane ride you know exactly how it feels. You grab the
armrest, or the person next to you, and you pray. You pray for deliverance.

He could have stopped His own suffering and His death, but He didn’t. He had to die for you and me. This was all
part of His grand plan - which He foretold to us through His prophets in the Old Testament % It was His reason
for coming. It was His plan from the very beginning. He knew that sin would rule the world"®® and He knew that
there was no other way to save us from our sins. The very moment that Adam sinned in the Garden He knew that
He would need to come to earth and die for us. He loves us that much. If God didn’t know that Adam would sin,
and Lucifer would rebel, then God made a mistake. But God doesn’t make mistakes. He knew what would
happen by giving us free will, and He knew He would need to save us from our sins.

So, God can definitely empathize W|th your suffering. He suffered"" and died for you so that you, if you belleve in
Him, can live with Him for eternity."* If you don't believe in Him - well, your eternal destiny will be far worse.’

Why do | need to suffer?

God can, with His |nf|n|te powers, save you. He can turn every bumpy ride that you experience in your life into
something very good * He knows that a bumpy ride will draw you closer to Him. And as we all know, pain and
suffering happen all the time. When we have faith in God He can turn all of our poor choices, and even our pain
and suffering, into something very good. It is through our pain that we find Him.

Just as a loving parent might need to allow a child to suffer through the consequences of their bad decisions, God
must allow us to suffer through the consequences of our bad decisions. Unfortunately, this includes suffering
through the consequences of what others do as well. We might not understand the lessons that God is teaching
us at the time, but the painful consequences that we experience might result in a life changing event. And, in
God’s plan, life-changes are good - especially those that are created from pain. He wants us to be transformed by
the renewing of our mind."*® God desires that we all change so He can use us.

This means God allows us to experience problems and difficulties in our life™* 3 so we will grow closer to Him.
He needs us to be transformed into His way of thinking so He can use us and bless us. When we start to
understand His will for our life this is when we can begin to understand why we were born and what our purpose
is.

There is a true miracle in our suffering. God’s sovereignty and His plan for each of us will use our difficulties and
our suffenng to strengthen our faith in Him. Our trials and our suffering is the means by which our faith is
proven. 13 3o, basically, our difficulties and our suffering is the means by which God perfects, strengthens, and
molds us into the creation that He can use' - which will make us steadfast and able to withstand Satan’s many

129

Isaiah 42:14 "I have been silent a long time. | have been quiet and restrained myself. Now | will cry out like a travailing woman. | will both gasp and pant. 15 | will destroy mountains and hills,

and dry up all their herbs. | will make the rivers islands, and will dry up the pools. 16 | will bring the blind by a way that they don't know. | will lead them in paths that they don't know. | will make
darkness light before them, and crooked places straight. I will do these things, and | will not forsake them.
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Isaiah 53:6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him.

Isaiah 53:3 He was despised, and rejected by men; a man of suffering, and acquainted with disease. He was despised as one from whom men hide their face; and we didn't respect him.
2 Corinthians 1:5 For as the sufferings of Christ abound to us, even so our comfort also abounds through Christ.

Matthew 10:28 Don't be afraid of those who kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul. Rather, fear him who is able to destroy both soul and body in Hell.

Romans 8:28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, to those who are called according to his purpose.

Romans 12:2 but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.

Acts 14:22 and that through many afflictions we must enter into the Kingdom of God.

John 16:33 | have told you these things, that in me you may have peace. In the world you have oppression; but cheer up! | have overcome the world.

1 Peter 1 " These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when

Jesus Christ is revealed.
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schemes. The very same trials that Satan puts you through to destroy you, God uses for your deliverance and
your development.'*°

God tells us that He can use every bad experience that the evil one creates - and God can create something
good out of it'! 12 if we follow Him. This should give you great hope for whatever you are going through. This is

so important we will repeat it: God can use every bad experience that the evil one has created in your life and He
can turn it into something extremely good *if you follow Him.

5. Does Satan have any power over me?

Satan has no real power over any of us other than to deceive us - but in this area he is extremely good. He can’t
physically hurt us, and he can’t make us “do” anything, but he can whisper in our ear. He is so good we
sometimes don’t even realize that his lies are designed to hurt us - because everything he wants us to do is
based on our human weaknesses and our human desires. He knows exactly where we are the weakest.

So we listen to him, and we believe his lies, and then afterward we realize we were duped - again. If we continue
to let our desires run unchecked we will continue to inherit the consequences of trouble, hurt, pain, suffering,
broken relationships, and so much more. Take a moment and connect the dots. Many of our problems are the
result of not listening to God’s voice and His teachings. We ignore God’s warning beacons and we drive right into
the potholes that are in front of us. And sometimes the potholes are very deep, and it hurts - a lot.

6. Does God ever test me? Does He tempt me?

145 146

God tests us  but He never tempts us. ™ We are tempted when we are dragged away by our own evil
desires.'” Jesus teaches us that sin begins with us.'

Did you know that God allows Satan and his servants to tempt you? God could stop Satan in a second if He
wanted to (He’s God, remember?), but allowmg Satan to tempt you is all part of His grand plan to build your faith
in Him. God has total control over Satan'® and God could prevent Satan and his servants from tempting you if
He wanted to."® The Bible teaches us that at least some of Satan’s requests to tempt you actually pass through
Jesus first - and Jesus must say “Yes” to Satan s request. However, God promises to never allow Satan to tempt
you in a way that is beyond your capablllty Durlng the Last Supper when Jesus told His dISCIp|eS where He
was going (i.e., to be crucified), Jesus told Peter that Satan had made a request to sift him as wheat.” Slftlng in
this situation means Satan put in a request to test Peter. This means that some, and maybe all, of Satan’s

3 1 peter 1:7 that the proof of your faith, which is more precious than gold that perishes even though it is tested by fire, may be found to result in praise, glory, and honor at the revelation of

Jesus Christ.

10 Romans 8:28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, to those who are called according to his purpose.

1 Romans 8:28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, to those who are called according to his purpose.

2 jeremiah 29:11 For | know the plans | have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. ** Then you will call on me and come

and pray to me, and | will listen to you. 2 you will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.
% Romans 8:28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, to those who are called according to his purpose.

44 Jeremiah 29:11 For | know the plans | have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. ** Then you will call on me and come
and pray to me, and | will listen to you. ** You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.

i Deuteronomy 13:3 for the LORD your God is testing you to find out if you love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul.
6 James 1:13 Let no man say when he is tempted, "I am tempted by God," for God can't be tempted by evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14 But each one is tempted, when he is drawn away
by his own lust, and enticed. 15 Then the lust, when it has conceived, bears sin; and the sin, when it is full grown, brings forth death..

7 James 1: 13 Let no man say when he is tempted, "I am tempted by God," for God can't be tempted by evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14 But each one is tempted, when he is drawn away
by his own lust, and enticed. 15 Then the lust, when it has conceived, bears sin; and the sin, when it is full grown, brings forth death.

18 Jeremiah 17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and it is exceedingly corrupt: who can know it?

o

49 Matthew 28:18 Jesus came to them and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to me in heaven and on earth.

0 Mark 3:27 But no one can enter into the house of the strong man to plunder, unless he first binds the strong man; and then he will plunder his house.

51 1 Corinthians 10:13 God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted above what you are able, but will with the temptation also make the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.

%2 | uke 22:31 The Lord said, "Simon, Simon, behold, Satan asked to have you, that he might sift you as wheat, 32 but | prayed for you, that your faith wouldn't fail. You, when once you have

turned again, establish your brothers.”
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requests to tempt you might pass through Jesus first. The reason Jesus allows this is to see if you can resist the
temptation to prove your faith in Him.

As this is happening Jesus WI|| pray that your faith will not fail, just as Jesus told Peter that He had prayed for him
that his faith would not fail.”*® So, even if we aren’t sure whether Satan asks Jesus to tempt us specifically - we
should know that Satan does wish to attack us and sift us as wheat. This means we might be tested by many
trials to determine if our faith is genuine.

Do you sometimes feel as though you are being sifted by Satan? Perhaps Satan has been given permission by
Jesus to sift you as wheat. Is your faith strong enough to survive such a test?

How does God want me to feel when | am being tested and | face trials?

Everyone finds it hard to be joyful when they are being sifted as wheat. But God tells us to consider it pure joy
whenever we face trials'® - as the trials will test our faith, and the testing of our faith will develop perseverance,
and perseverance must finish its work so we may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing."

It is precisely when you place your faith in Jesus that you will be tested and you will face trials - so get ready.
Who do you think Satan wants to test? Do you think Satan wants to sift those who do not believe in God and
haven’t put their faith in Jesus? Not at all. He already has these people. Satan wishes to test and attack those
who are still learning to put their faith in Jesus. Satan still has a shot at winning these people over to their human
desires so he can deceive and destroy them.

So, here is an important learning moment so please take note. We are to consider it pure joy when we are being
tested.'® Jesus might allow Satan to sift you in order to test your faith. And because you now understand how
this works - you will win the fight because you now understand how the game is played. But, be ready. If Satan
asks Jesus if he can sift you and if Jesus says “Yes” and then prays for your faith, this is when your trials could
become extremely difficult. Hang on tight as it could become a very bumpy ride. But as soon as you learn to put
your trust in God, and when Satan sees your new-found faith in God, Satan will learn that you are not one who
;:an be eq%ily deceived - so he will spend less time on you. Life will get easier. Resist the devil and he will flee
rom you.

. What are two of Satan’s key deceptions?

Pride.

You have to be especially on guard when things are going well for you. When things are going well Satan will try
to deceive you into believing that you don’t need God. You might be at a point in your life when things are going
really well. You might be having a run of success with your family, your job, your finances, your friends, and
during these times Satan will do whatever he can to puff you up and make you feel prideful by convincing you
that you are having all of this success based on YOU and that you don’t need God.

When things aren’t going so well Satan will use his cunning and he will use the reverse ploy. He will deceive you
into doubt and unbelief. His message during difficult times is that God has abandoned you. He will try to convince
you that God can’t be with you and that God can’t possibly care for you because godly people should never
suffer. Satan is a master at playing with our minds and influencing the way we think. He knows how to use our
human emotions against us. We need to continually test our thoughts and the spmts ® Satan craves glory and
he will employ whatever suffering and doubt he can to turn us away from God.

5% Luke 22:32 but | prayed for you, that your faith wouldn't fail.

James 1: 2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds,

James 1:2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you fall into various temptations, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 4 Let endurance have its perfect work, that you may

be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

James 1: 2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds,

James 4:7 Be subject therefore to God. But resist the devil, and he will flee from you.
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Always remember, any feelings of inadequacy or doubt or hurt that you feel does not come from God. These
feelings are coming from the one who wishes to destroy you. Be careful not to listen to anyone who assures you
that when you put your trust in God that you won’t suffer or have difficulties. This just isn’t true. Remember,
Satan’s goal is to destroy you in order to bring you to hell with him. Satan already knows he is going there
because he saw Jesus’ victory on the cross, so he will use anything and everything in his arsenal to bring you
with him.

Coveting Things and Lust.

Another of our greatest weaknesses, and one of Satan’s greatest successes, is when Satan convinces us that we
should have more. He will do whatever he can to convince you that others have so much, and you have so little.
Satan will constantly try to make you feel unhappy with what you have. And because of our human weakness, if
we’re not careful we might actually believe in his lie. Having more “stuff’ will never make you happy. Just ask all
of the people who have won the lottery and their lives have been ruined. They have learned the hard way that
money does not bring happiness.

If you listen to Satan you might be deceived into thinking that he’s right. He will lead you to ask yourself: Why was
| dealt such a poor hand? Why wasn’t | born with more talent, better looks, a better job, and have more “things”
like other people - as if having these things will make you happy. Hint: it won’t. When we sin we attempt to fill our
hearts with “stuff.” But stuff isn’t what we need - all we need is God.

What is the correct way to understand my suffering?

Because of the Lord’s teachings you now have the ability to understand your suffering very differently:
e |t will refine you and will make you stronger.159

e It will equip you to comfort others.'®® Those who have suffered make the most effective comforters.

e |t will allow you to experience God at a deeper level.'®’

e Your suffering can be used to mature your faith.'®

58 1 John 4:1 Beloved, don't believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God:
every spirit who confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, 3 and every spirit who doesn't confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God, and this is the spirit of the
antichrist, of whom you have heard that it comes. Now it is in the world already.

%% |saiah 48:10 Behold, | have refined you, but not as silver; | have chosen you in the furnace of affliction. 11 For my own sake, for my own sake, will | do it;

0 2 Corinthians 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort; 4 who comforts us in all our affliction, that we may be able to comfort
those who are in any affliction, through the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 5 For as the sufferings of Christ abound to us, even so our comfort also abounds through Christ.

Job 42:5 | had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees you.

James 1:4 Let endurance have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.
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10. What are the major differences between punishment and discipline?

Punishment:

A penalty or sanction given for any crime or offense.

The act of punishing, or the state of being punished.

Informal rough treatment.

Any aversive stimulus administered to an organism as part of training.

Discipline:

e Training or conditions imposed for the improvement of physical powers, self-control, etc.
e Systematic training in obedience to regulations and authority.

e The state of improved behavior, etc., resulting from such training or conditions.

e A system of rules for behavior, methods of practice, etc.

e A branch of learning or instruction.
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11. Does God punish us or discipline us?

He is not a punishing God. God never punishes you and me for the things we do.

Wouldn't God want to discipline His children, you and me? The answer is Yes,® and for this reason He might
discipline us when we misbehave - when we “don’t live according to His standards.”’

Because He has given us free will He simply allows us to suffer the consequences of our own decisions. We
must Iearn that if we don'’t live according to His standards He can’t be there to protect us. He Iets us reap what we
sow.'®® ' But when we choose to live according to His standards we will reap a sure reward.’

In both the Old and New Testaments God reveals Himself as One who disciplines His children. Discipline is part
and parcel of knowing God, and God has revealed to us that His discipline is similar to the w 1)4we discipline our
children. We should feel blessed when God disciplines us because it means He loves us.' If He didn’t love
us He wouldn't discipline us. Think about this for a moment. If God didn’t call you His child He wouldn’t even care
to discipline you. You wouldn’t want that.

If you are going through some difficult imes in your life it could be because God is disciplining you."”' Don’t turn a
deaf ear to His instruction.'”? God is more than willing to discipline those He loves who are not living according to
His standards - just like any good parent would do. A good parent will want to guide and direct his chlldren God
also wants to guide and direct His children. He knows that loving His children means disciplining them.'” God
also knows that His discipline must be something that is felt and must not feel good, otherwise the discipline
might be dismissed. It must get our attention and it must be something that we don’t want to experience again.

Don’t become discouraged when God disciplines you * but have hope in the Lord and He will renew your
strength ® Don’t draw back in your walk with Him. God'’s discipline is always perfect. It will never exceed what is
needed. It will never be too harsh or too weak. His disciple is not intended to be a burden but is meant to lesson
your load. It is meant to make you stronger and it will allow you to withstand the temptations that come your way.

163
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Deuteronomy 8:5 Thus you are to know in your heart that the LORD your God was disciplining you just as a man disciplines his son.
Job 5:17 "Behold, happy is the man whom God corrects. Therefore do not despise the chastening of the Almighty.

Hebrews 12:5 and you have forgotten the exhortation which reasons with you as with children, "My son, don't take lightly the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when you are reproved by him;

12:6 For whom the Lord loves, he chastens, and scourges every son whom he receives." 7 It is for discipline that you endure. God deals with you as with children, for what son is there whom his
father doesn't discipline? 8 But if you are without discipline, of which all have been made partakers, then are you illegitimate, and not children. 9 Furthermore, we had the fathers of our flesh to
chasten us, and we paid them respect. Shall we not much rather be in subjection to the Father of spirits, and live? 10 For they indeed, for a few days, punished us as seemed good to them; but he
for our profit, that we may be partakers of his holiness. 11 All chastening seems for the present to be not joyous but grievous; yet afterward it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who
have been exercised thereby.
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Proverbs 22:8 He who sows wickedness reaps trouble, and the rod of his fury will be destroyed.

Job 4:8 According to what | have seen, those who plow iniquity, and sow trouble, reap the same.

Proverbs 11:18 Wicked people earn deceitful wages, but one who sows righteousness reaps a sure reward.

1 Peter 3:14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you are blessed. "Don't fear what they fear, neither be troubled."

James 1:12 Blessed is the man who endures temptation, for when he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life, which the Lord promised to those who love him.
Hebrews 12:7 It is for discipline that you endure. God deals with you as with children, for what son is there whom his father doesn't discipline?

Proverbs 28:9 He who turns away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer is an abomination.

Psalms 13:24 Whoever spares the rod hates their children, but the one who loves their children is careful to discipline them.

Galations 6:9 Let us not be weary in doing good, for we will reap in due season, if we don't give up.

Isaiah 40:31 Yet those who wait for the LORD will gain new strength; they will mount up with wings like eagles, they will run and not get tired, they will walk and not become weary.
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12. What should we do when our friends give us their opinions?

It is important that we not let opinions, or hearsay, or conjecture sway our decisions. Almost none of what we
hear from others will be based on God’s truth. What we must all understand is that Satan does not want us to
believe that there is a divine standard by which we should live our life - because Satan’s goal is to keep us
ignorant of God and His powers. Remember, Satan loves it when we live in ignorance. Living in ignorance means
we aren’t getting any closer to God. Satan is working full time on everyone, including your friends, so don't listen
to your friends who give you their opinions unless it is backed by scripture. Scripture is truth; opinions are not.
God’s standards are meant to save. Satan’s standards are meant to keep you away from God’s truth. If Satan
can fill you with your friends’ opinions so you don’t make a decision - he will surely use that approach. God’s
standards are based on His truth so absolute right and wrong are unaffected by human opinion. We must get
answers to life’s most important questions out of His instruction manual Everyone who hears His Word and puts
them into practice is like a wise man who builds his house on the rock."’

13. Does God’s definition of sin ever change?

Sin isn’t sin jLISt because we are tempted It is a sin when we glve into a temptatlon and then we act it out. e

Jesus was also tempted, but He didn’t sin."® He didn’t elevate His desires over God’s desires. Jesus’ death on
the cross represented a full, perfect, and suff|C|ent sacrifice for every sin that we have ever committed, including
those that we haven’t committed yet.'”® ®° But we must believe in Him to be saved; it's the only way.

Do we need to give up our sinning to be saved? No. But we need to acknowledge them for what they are. They
are sins. Sins are a violation of God’s standards. Be careful not to rationalize your sins and say that what you are
doing isn’t that bad, or that everyone else is doing it, or that God’s standards are old and antiquated. God’s
standards never change. A sin is a sin. A sin a thousand years ago is a sin today.

Many people believe that God’s standards should change to keep pace with the times. But God’s moral
standards never change. If something was sinful in the Old Testament it is also sinful in the New Testament. If it
was smful 2000 years ago it is sinful today. Unllke todays lawmakers God never changes His mind or alters His
laws.'® 8 ' God’s standards stay firm and unaltered.’ They were established and will remain the same forever and
ever.

176

Matthew 7:24 Everyone therefore who hears these words of mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man, who built his house on a rock. 25 The rain came down, the floods came, and

the winds blew, and beat on that house; and it didn't fall, for it was founded on the rock. 26 Everyone who hears these words of mine, and doesn't do them will be like a foolish man, who built his
house on the sand. 27 The rain came down, the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat on that house; and it fell--and great was its fall.

177

James 1:14 But each one is tempted, when he is drawn away by his own lust, and enticed. 15 Then the lust, when it has conceived, bears sin; and the sin, when it is full grown, brings forth

death.

178

179

180

181

182

183

Hebrews 4:15 For we don't have a high priest who can't be touched with the feeling of our infirmities, but one who has been in all points tempted like we are, yet without sin.
Hebrews 9:28 so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, without sin, to those who are eagerly waiting for him for salvation.
Jeremiah 31:34 for | will forgive their iniquity, and their sin will | remember no more.

Psalms 89:34 | will not violate my covenant or alter what my lips have uttered.

Luke 16:17 But it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away, than for one tiny stroke of a pen in the law to fall.

Psalms 111:7 The works of his hands are truth and justice. All his precepts are sure. 8 They are established forever and ever. They are done in truth and uprightness.
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14. How can | possibly live up to God’s standards?

Live by the Spirit and not by the flesh.™®* '®° We need to listen to God’s Spirit within us and heed what He says. It

is only by the Spirit of God within us that we can overcome our sinful nature. We can never live up to God'’s
standards all by ourselves. We can try but we will never be able to do it. We must understand that His
commandments were created to make us aware that we are sinful."®® God’s commandments were meant to
convict us and make us aware that we need a Savior. Without a Savior we will go to hell. We must accept the fact
that we will always have sinful thoughts, do sinful things, and that we can only be saved by believing that Jesus
came to earth to die for us.

Jesus wants us to know that obeying His commandments in the Old Testament is still of utmost importance
because in the New Testament He teaches us “Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of these
commands and teaches others accordingly will be called least in the klngdom of heaven, but whoever practices
and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”

184
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Romans 8:4 that the ordinance of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

Galations 5:16 But | say, walk by the Spirit, and you won't fulfill the lust of the flesh. 17 For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one

another, that you may not do the things that you desire. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.
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Romans 3:20 Because by the works of the law, no flesh will be justified in his sight. For through the law comes the knowledge of sin.

Matthew 5:19 Whoever, therefore, shall break one of these least commandments, and teach others to do so, shall be called least in the Kingdom of Heaven; but whoever shall do and teach

them shall be called great in the Kingdom of Heaven.
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Chapter 4: | was made - to know God’s grand
plan

(Please listen to our Chapter 4 Part 1 audio file on our web site)

Study Questions

1. Who is in control of the earth in which we live?

When God put Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden and told them not to eat from the tree of good and evil'®

and then Satan convinced Eve that it would be okay to eat the apple from that tree, this was Satan’s first
successful deception of the human race.” That is when God transferred the authority of the earth over to
Satan,190 ¥ and Satan has been deceiving us ever since.

2. What does Satan absolutely LOVE?

Satan absolutely loves it when humans live in ignorance of God. Don'’t tell humans about the destruction that will
be left in their wake when they sin: the suffering, the sorrow, the agony, the broken relationships, and despair.
And surely don't tell humans that God’s protection will be removed when they sin because God is holy and He
can’t help sinful people (i.e., God will allow us to reap what we sow). This is pretty much the perfect scenario for
Satan: let Satan deceive humans, humans listen, humans get hurt, Satan tells humans that God has abandoned
them, humans not smart enough to understand why they are suffering, humans not smart enough to connect the
dots. Humans live in ignorance. DON'T LET THIS HAPPEN TO YOU!

8 Genesis 2:15 Then the LORD God took the man and put him into the garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep it. ° The LORD God commanded the man, saying, “From any tree of the garden you
may eat freely; " put from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die.”

% Genesis 3:2 The woman said to the serpent, "Of the fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat, 3 but of the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, God has said, 'You shall not eat
of it, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.™ 4 The serpent said to the woman, You won't surely die.

% 2 Corinthians 4:4 in whom the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that the light of the Good News of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should not dawn on
them.

! Revelation 17:17 For God has put in their hearts to do what he has in mind, and to be of one mind, and to give their kingdom to the beast, until the words of God should be accomplished.
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3. Who was in the Garden of Eden with Adam and Eve?

We have learned that God is Spirit, and Spirits are invisible. So who was visible and walking and talking with
Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden shortly after Adam sinned?'* It might have been Jesus. It was probably not
God the Father because of what Jesus told us.’

Remember in Genesis where it says “Let us make mankind in our image.”195 The “our” in this verse refers to (1)
God the Father, (2) God’s Son, Jesus, and (3) God’s Holy Spirit. So when God said “Let us make mankind in our
image” - they were all present when mankind was created. This means that it could have been any one of them
who was with Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. But, since it has been primarily Jesus who has been God in
bodily form while on earth, it could have been Jesus who was walking and talking with Adam and Eve in the
Garden. Jesus has always been God’s representatlve on earth - appearing for Him and as Him. It is clear in
scripture that Jesus and God the Father are One.'

4. When was Jesus’ rescue plan launched?

Isn’'t it kind of ironic that Adam and (maybe) Jesus were together in the Garden of Eden when Adam started the
downfall of the human race through his sin, and (maybe) Jesus was there at the exact same moment to save the
human race through His plan. Same time, same place.

These two events had to happen at the same time in the Garden otherwise God made a mistake. But God never
makes a mistake. This means God knew what would happen in the Garden, and He knew that He had to have a
plan in place at the moment that Adam sinned to save us from our sins. This also means that it may have been
Jesus, in the Garden, who knew at the very moment that Adam sinned that He would need to die for us. At the
very second that there was sin, there was a solution. At the very moment that Adam sinned - Jesus presented
Himself as our Savior.

God knew what He was doing.

Jesus wouldn’t defeat Satan and sin until He died on the cross, but the game was in the bag. His rescue plan had
been launched.”’ Jesus knew that He couldn’t come to earth to be the sacrifice for our sins anytime soon -
because He still needed to give us His ten commandments. And then, after He gave us His commandments, we
would need hundreds of years to learn that we couldn’t possibl}/ keep His commandments. We needed to Iearn
that we couldn’t do it. The commandments needed to convict us ™ and make us aware that we were doomed. We
had to learn that we couldn’t live without sinning and that we all deserved to go to hell. We had to learn that we
needed a Savior.

%2 Genesis 3: 8 They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees

of the garden. ° Then the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?”
% john 1:18 No one has seen God at any time. The one and only Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he has declared him.
%41 Timothy 6:16 who alone has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light; whom no man has seen, nor can see: to whom be honor and eternal power.

1% Genesis 1:26 God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the sky, and over the livestock, and over
all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth." 27 God created man in his own image. In God's image he created him; male and female he created them.

% John 10:30 | and the Father are one.
7 Romans 6:18 Being made free from sin, you became bondservants of righteousness.

% Romans 3:19 Now we know that whatever things the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, that every mouth may be closed, and all the world may be brought under the judgment
of God. 20 Because by the works of the law, no flesh will be justified in his sight. For through the law comes the knowledge of sin.
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5. Does God “use” Satan for His Glory?

Satan does, in fact, serve God’s purpose. Satan is cunning but he isn’'t wise. He can’t figure out how to counter
God’s perfect plan. Satan’s effort to destroy you and me actually produces the opposite effect. God knows that
people will draw closer to Him when suffering comes into their lives. Our suffering, while inflicted by Satan, is
allowed by God. Because of Satan’s opposition to God we will be blessed and Satan’s objective to destroy us will
be in vain. Through Satan’s efforts to destroy us God gains a more intimate relationship with us - which is exactly
what God wants.

This shows the important role that Satan plays in God’s grand plan. God uses Satan and sin to achieve His
ultimate purpose. The creation of Satan and his opposition to man is an important element of God’s plan. Satan’s
power is given to him by God. God’s providence is what allows Satan to do what he does. Satan has power to
affect us but only by how much God allows. The fact that Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden does not
mean God is the author of sin, nor does it mean that He tempted Adam and Eve to sin. He didn’t."® He simply
uses Satan for His purpose.

God uses Satan to bring about His divine discipline. Satan is allowed to do only what God has planned for His
glory and our good. Through Satan’s opposition to God’s instruction manual God’s purposes are fqullled After we
suffer from our sin and disobedience God restores us and makes us strong, firm, and steadfast.?® Our suffering
is used to produce humility and a dependence on God.

All of this means that the harder Satan works to oppose the gospel, the more he actually promotes it. God has
purposed Satan’s existence and his opposition to fulfill God’s grand pIan 27 1n everything that Satan does he is
actually serving God.
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200

James 1:13 for God can't be tempted by evil, and he himself tempts no one.

1 Peter 5:10 But may the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a little while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you. 11 To him be

the glory and the power forever and ever.

201

Acts 26:18 to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are

sanctified by faith in me.
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6. Is God glorified by “allowing” sin in the world?

Think about it. The glory of God is actually declared by allowing sin in the world:

e Having sin in the world allows for God’s mercy and His compassion.zo2 203

 Itallows God to show His love and His forgiveness of our sins.?*
e ltallows God to show His righteousness and His wrath to those who deny Him.?®

e And, through Satan, it shows that God doesn’t leave the guilty unpunished206 just like any good court system.

Wrath and mercy highlight God’s glory and you can’t have either without the fall of mankind.

God is actually glorified by condemning the guilty to hell. Our courts would not be legitimate if they didn’t
condemn a murderer to a long prison sentence. So our courts are glorified, they are made legitimate, by their
accurate sentences of people who abuse the law. God’s wrath is also justified, and God is glorified, when He
provides for mans’ forgiveness and man rejects it. This means that behind Satan, and all of Satan’s unrighteous
deeds, is a holy, righteous, and compassionate God who causes all things to work for the good of those who love
Him who have been called according to his purpose.?”’

7. Can | know God’s will?

Yes, you can know God’s will. In fact, God wants you to know His will.?*® Knowing God is why we were born. It's
the nature of our existence. There is not a single one of us that just appeared on this earth without a plan and a
purpose. God chose us before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in His sight.209 In Him we were
chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of Him who works out everything in conformity with the
purpozs1%' of his will, in order that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of His
glory.

But to truly know God you must repent of your sins and believe that God sent His Son, Jesus, to die for your sins.
When you commit and become a believer in Jesus you are marked in Him with a seal - and God’s Holy Spirit will
live within you.211 It is the Holy Spirit who will be your advocate who will help testify about God.”"? The Holy Spirit
will also teach you all things and remind you of everything that Jesus promised.

22 Eyodus 33:19 And He said, “I Myself will make all My goodness pass before you, and will proclaim the name of the LORD before you; and | will be gracious to whom | will be gracious, and will
show compassion on whom | will show compassion.”

23 Micah 7:18 Who is a God like you, who pardons iniquity, and passes over the disobedience of the remnant of his heritage? He doesn't retain his anger forever, because he delights in loving
kindness.

2% Numbers 14:18 The LORD is slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, forgiving iniquity and transgression;

25 Romans 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,

26 Exodus 34:6 Then the LORD passed by in front of him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth;
"who keeps lovingkindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression and sin; yet He will by no means leave the guilty unpunished, visiting the iniquity of fathers on the children and on
the grandchildren to the third and fourth generations.”

27 Romans 8:28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, to those who are called according to his purpose.

2% Romans 12:2 Don't be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what is the good, well-pleasing, and perfect will of God.

2 Ephesians 1:4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and without blemish before him in love; 5 having predestined us for adoption as children
through Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his desire, 6 to the praise of the glory of his grace, by which he freely bestowed favor on us in the Beloved.

29 Ephesians 1:11 in whom also we were assigned an inheritance, having been foreordained according to the purpose of him who works all things after the counsel of his will; 12 to the end that
we should be to the praise of his glory, we who had before hoped in Christ.

2t Ephesians 1:13 in whom you also, having heard the word of the truth, the Good News of your salvation,--in whom, having also believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise.

22 john 15:26 When the Counselor has come, whom | will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will testify about me.

23 john 14:26 But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things, and will remind you of all that | said to you.
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8. Can | talk to God myself? Will He listen?

The very moment that Jesus died on the cross the huge and heavy curtain that separated people from the inner
sanctuary in the Jewish temple was torn top to bottom. God ripped it. With Jesus’ death on the cross God’s plan
was complete. And for everyone who believes that this was God’s ultimate plan, Jesus’ death on the cross
removed the human barrier that used to exist between God and man. By ripping this huge curtain God was telling
us “You are no longer on the outside. My Son, Jesus, has made a way for you to have direct access to me. Come
onin.”

With this curtain gone you no longer need to go through anyone to reach God. No people. No rituals. No barriers.
No specific building. Nothing is in the way. You can talk to God right now, right this minute, wherever you are.
Remember, your heart is the door through which God will enter - but He will never force His way in. He will wait
until you invite Him in. He will knock (feel your heart, He may be knocking right now), and then He will wait for you
to answer. Just ask Him in. He will come in if you invite Him in.

9. Can | be found “at fault” for not learning about God?

Whether you admit it or not everyone has been created with a desire to know God. We have all been made to
discover who God is and to find satisfaction and joy in Him. This is the reason why we were born. He made us all
so different, in vastly different cultures, and in different nations,214 so we might search for Him and discover who
He is. God’s incredible creativity is clearly visible in everything that we see on earth, in the heavens above, and in
the oceans below. Because of all that God has created, which we can see, we are without excuse in knowing
who God is.?" For the heavens declare the glory of God.*"®

24 Acts 17:26 He made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the surface of the earth, having determined appointed seasons, and the boundaries of their dwellings, 27 that they

should seek the Lord, if perhaps they might reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us. 28 'For in him we live, and move, and have our being.' As some of your own
poets have said, 'For we are also his offspring.’

25 Romans 17:26 He made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the surface of the earth, having determined appointed seasons, and the boundaries of their dwellings, 27 that they
should seek the Lord, if perhaps they might reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us. 28 'For in him we live, and move, and have our being.' As some of your own
poets have said, 'For we are also his offspring.’

28 psalms 19:1 The heavens declare the glory of God. The expanse shows his handiwork. 2 Day after day they pour forth speech, and night after night they display knowledge. 3 There is no
speech nor language, where their voice is not heard. 4 Their voice has gone out through all the earth, their words to the end of the world. In them he has set a tent for the sun.

Page 29
www.understandgodswill.com



Chapter 4: | was made - to know God’s grand plan
Study Guide for the Group Leader

(Please continue with our Chapter 4 Part 2 audio file on our web site)

10. Will I ever see God’s grand design? What must | do?

Even though we can’t see God’s beautiful design He has given us many of His design notes. His notes, which are
scattered throughout the Bible, give us a wonderful glimpse into what the top of the rug looks like. His notes say
that He will wipe away every tear from our eyes and there will be no death, or mourning, or crying, or pain, 217 and
righteousness dwells.?'® So, through His Word, we have been given a wonderful glimpse of heaven. We won’t
see H|s beautiful design until we join Him, but when we do see His side of the rug it is going to be an awesome
sight.?'? 2% 22" That is when we will finally understand what God has been up to all these years, This is when we
will see how our life, including all of the trials and difficult times that we have been put through222 223 224 225 have
been woven into His design on the top of the rug - with Jesus as the thread. God will allow us to be included in
His beautiful design on the top of the rug through our faith in Jesus. Only Jesus. Jesus is the thread and the fabric
of God’s beautiful design.

11. Am I (and everyone) hardwired to know that there is a God? How?

Do you believe that God had a plan, or do you believe that this is all just a great story? What are you putting your
faith in? Are you putting your faith in God and His Word? Or are you putting your faith in the things that you see
and hear in the world? Or, maybe you are putting your faith in you? Maybe you - is all you need. Maybe things
are going so well for you that you don’t need anything, or anybody, because you have everything under control,
and everything is in your control.

You might even believe that there is no God - so why would you need any faith? That seems to work pretty well
until someone close to you dies, or you fall off a ladder and become paralyzed, or you get cancer and have two
months to live, or someone walks |nto your school and shoots one of your children. When these things happen
we are aII W|red to call out to God.?® It is the nature of our existence. Knowing there is a God is hardwired into
our DNA.%

27 Revelation 21:4 He will wipe away from them every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; neither will there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain, any more. The first things have passed
away.

48 2 peter 3:13 But, according to his promise, we look for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells.

29 Matthew 13:45 Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a man who is a merchant seeking fine pearls.

20 Matthew 25:1 Then the Kingdom of Heaven will be like ten virgins, who took their lamps, and went out to meet the bridegroom.

22 Ephesians 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.

22 peuteronomy 7:19 the great trials which your eyes saw and the signs and the wonders and the mighty hand and the outstretched arm by which the LORD your God brought you out. So shall
the LORD your God do to all the peoples of whom you are afraid.

223 | ke 22:28 But you are those who have continued with me in my trials.

24 1 Thessalonians 3:3 that no one be moved by these afflictions. For you know that we are appointed to this task.

25 1 peter 1:6 Wherein you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been put to grief in various trials.

28 Hebrews 10:16 “This is the covenant | will make with them after that time, says the Lord. | will put my laws in their hearts, and | will write them on their minds.”

27 jeremiah 24:7 | will give them a heart to know Me, for | am the LORD; and they will be My people, and | will be their God, for they will return to Me with their whole heart.
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12. With God will | “believe it when we see it?”

Because we are human we tend to put our trust and faith in things that we can see, not in things that we can’t
see. It is so much harder to believe in things that we can’t see. We have probably all said at one time or another
“I'll believe it when | see it.” Well, unfortunately, this is not how God operates. In fact, with God, it is just the
opposite. With God it is “You will see it when you believe it.” ® |t's all about trust. When we have a close friend
that we know really well he has probably earned our trust. This gives us faith that he will do what he says he will
do. It’s no different with God. To trust God we need to know Him really well, and to know Him really well we need

to re?zg 2§(§1<21131understand His instruction manual. His instruction manual says that He cares for those who trust
Him.

13. What will happen when | put my trust in God?

When you put your trust in God the weight of the world will be lifted off your shoulders. 232 Having trust in God

requires faith, and having faith in God i Is crltlcal because without faith it is impossible to please Him. God will only
reward those who earnestly seek Him.?*®* We need to study His Word to have confidence in Him and to hear Him
speak to us. When you spend time reading His Word it will help strengthen your faith in Him. And when you
believe in Him that is when He will start answering your prayers * At that point He will help you make your
decisions based on what He is leading you to do. When we think about this level of trust we oftentimes say to
ourselves “I can’t do that, that's too difficult. How can | put my trust in something that | can’t see?” This is a
common feeling for a lot of people and it's a common roadblock to understanding who God is. But, wouldn’t you
know, God has a solutlon for you. When you accept Jesus into your heart God’s Spirit, the Holy Spirit, takes up
residence in your heart.”** And because the Holy Spirit knows you better than you know yourself He will give you
all that you need, mcludlng understanding, patience, and kindness.?* The Holy J)lrlt will help you trust in and
have stronger faith in God. " The Holy Splrlt WI|| help catch you when you stumble,”™ and the Holy Spirit will help
you succeed where you would otherwise fail. >
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Matthew 21:22 All things, whatever you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive.

Proverbs 3:5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding.

Nahum 1:7 The LORD is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble, and He knows those who take refuge in Him.

Jeremiah 39:18 For | will certainly rescue you, and you will not fall by the sword; but you will have your own life as booty, because you have trusted in Me,” declares the LORD.
Psalms 111:7 The works of his hands are truth and justice. All his precepts are sure.

Hebrews 11:6 Without faith it is impossible to be well pleasing to him, for he who comes to God must believe that he exists, and that he is a rewarder of those who seek him.
Psalms 17:6 | have called on you, for you will answer me, God. Turn your ear to me. Hear my prayer.

Acts 5:32 We are His witnesses of these things; and so also is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.

2 Corinthians 6:6 in pureness, in knowledge, in patience, in kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in sincere love.

Romans 15:13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope, in the power of the Holy Spirit.

2 Tim 1:14 That good thing which was committed to you, guard through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us.

Luke 1:37 For everything spoken by God is possible.
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14. What is the secret to achieving true peace and joy?

The secret is trustin |n God in everything that you do, in every major deC|S|on that you make,?*® not trusting in your
own understandlng, belng still and Ilstenlng for His voice,?** not being afraid,?* not bein anX|ous 244 valuing others
above yourself observmg His commands,®* relymg on God when you are in trouble,”* Iovmg Him with all your
heart, soul, strength, and mind, #8 50 the Holy Spirit can teach you all things,**® and give you the desires of your
heart.?° If you do this God will fill you with all joy and peace as you trust |n Him so you may overflow with hope by the
power of the Holy Splrlt and He will give you abundance in all thlngs *2 Are you ready?

0 peuteronomy 17:11 and according to the judgment which they shall tell you, you shall do; you shall not turn aside from the sentence which they shall show you, to the right hand, nor to the
left..

1 proverbs 3:5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding.

%2 psalms 46:10 Be still, and know that | am God. | will be exalted among the nations. I will be exalted in the earth.

#3 Mark 5:36 But Jesus, when he heard the message spoken, immediately said to the ruler of the synagogue, "Don't be afraid, only believe."

244 Philippians 4:6 In nothing be anxious, but in everything, by prayer and petition with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God.

#5 philippians 2:3 doing nothing through rivalry or through conceit, but in humility, each counting others better than himself; 4 each of you not just looking to his own things, but each of you also to

he things of others.

=

246 Deuteronomy 8:6 Therefore, you shall keep the commandments of the LORD your God, to walk in His ways and to fear Him.

7 psalms 46:1 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.

288 | uke 10:27 He answered, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.".’

29 john 14:26 But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things, and will remind you of all that | said to you.

20 psalms 37:4 Delight yourself in the LORD; and He will give you the desires of your heart.

%1 Romans 15:13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope, in the power of the Holy Spirit.

~

2 2 Peter 1:2 Grace to you and peace be multiplied in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord
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Chapter 5: | was made - to choose

(Please listen to our Chapter 5 Part 1 audio file on our web site)

Study Questions

1. When did God’s plan start?

God’s plan was put in place at the beginning of time and was kick-started in the Garden of Eden. The very
moment that Adam sinned and started the downfall of the human race it was probably God’s Son, Jesus, in the
Garden who was there and knew that He would need to save us from our sins. If God didn’t know that Adam
would sin after giving him free will then God made a huge mistake, but God never makes a mistake. This means
that God knew that Adam would sin, and God also knew that at the moment that Adam sinned He would need to
save us from our sins. At the very moment that Adam sinned, Jesus (God in the flesh), knew that He would need
to die for us. At the moment the human race was doomed - we had a Savior. It was the only way.

2. How many ways can | be saved from my sins?

There is no other way or by no other name by which one can be saved.?*® ** #*° Everyone who believes in Jesus
and proclaims it will be set free from sin.*® This includes your past, present, and all future sins. It is by God’s
grace that you are saved®’ through your faith alone. There is nothing else you can do to gain a ticket into

253 Acts 4:12 There is salvation in none other, for neither is there any other name under heaven, that is given among men, by which we must be saved!

%4 John 14:6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father, except through me. 7 If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now
on, you know him, and have seen him."

% |saiah 43:11 |, even |, am the LORD, and there is no savior besides Me.

2% Acts 13:38 Be it known to you therefore, brothers, that through this man is proclaimed to you remission of sins 39 and by him everyone who believes is justified from all things, from which you
could not be justified by the law of Moses.

7 Ephesians 2:4 But God, being rich in mercy, for his great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ by grace you
have been saved.
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258 259

heaven.”™ There is no way to earn it, or buy it. You must S|mply declare your faith in Jesus.”™ God makes this gift
available to everyone - but to be saved you must verbally 260 accept His gift. You must believe in God’s plan, the
plan that He foretold in the Old Testament and fulfllled |n the New Testament. God gives you righteousness and
eternity in heaven with Him through your faith in Jesus.?®! That's it. Through Jesus your wounds will be healed. 262

3. Is it smart to delay my decision?

Not making a decision - is a decision. Think about this for a moment. It might not get done if you delay your
decision any longer. This is what Satan is hoping you will do. Satan is hoping that you will not accept Jesus’ free
gift - which means Satan still has a chance with you. Satan knows that if you accept Jesus as your Savior his
opportunity to bring you to hell with him is over. Satan is already condemned but when you accept Jesus’ free gift
you will no longer be condemned. You will be saved. You will have opened the door of your heart and Jesus will
have come in. He now wishes to share His glorious plan with you.

You are condemned until the moment that you accept Jesus as your Savior - so make your decision today.

4. What significant event happened just minutes before Jesus died?

As Jesus hung on the cross there were two other crosses next to His with criminals hanging on each.?® One of
the criminals who hung there hurled insults at Jesus “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” But the
second criminal rebuked him “Don’t you fear God?” he said, “Since you are under the same sentence? We are
being punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” Then
the second criminal said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your Kingdom.” Jesus replied, “Truly | tell
you, today you will be with Me in paradlse * Jesus, our Good Shepherd, came to save the lost. Just minutes
before His death Jesus saved another of His lost sheep - the criminal who was hanging next to Him. He was a
lost soul who heard and recognized God'’s voice. And he believed.

5. What happened the moment Jesus died?

Just before Jesus was about to d|e on the cross God the Father turned His eyes away from Jesus and the sins of
the world were heaped on Him.*® At that very moment God had to disconnect His holiness from Jesus; this was
the only time this would ever happen. This is because God the Father cannot be a part of sin, any sin. In
complete agony Jesus cried out "My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?"?%® This separatlon and Jesus’
proclamatlon as He suffered this unbellevably excruciating death, was so Jesus could bear the sins of the
world.*®” But only those who believe in Jesus’ and His death on the cross for our sins will be saved. It is the
perfect plan, executed to perfection. All we need to do is believe.

%% John 3:13 No one has ascended into heaven, but he who descended out of heaven, the Son of Man, who is in heaven. 14 As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the

Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him should not perish, but have eternal life.
29 Ephesians 2:8 for by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, that no one would boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created
in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared before that we would walk in them.

2% Romans 10:9 that if you will confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart, one believes unto

righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 11 For the Scripture says, "Whoever believes in him will not be disappointed."12 For there is no distinction between Jew and
Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, and is rich to all who call on him. 13 For, "Whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be saved."
%! Romans 3:22 even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ to all and on all those who believe.

%2 1 peter 2:24 who his own self bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live to righteousness; by whose stripes you were healed. 25 For you were going astray
like sheep; but now have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

23 | uke 23:32 There were also others, two criminals, led with him to be put to death.

%4 L uke 23:39 One of the criminals who was hanged insulted him, saying, "If you are the Christ, save yourself and us!" 40 But the other answered, and rebuking him said, "Don't you even fear
God, seeing you are under the same condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly, for we receive the due reward for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong." 42 He said to Jesus, "Lord,
remember me when you come into your Kingdom." 43 Jesus said to him, "Assuredly | tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”

%5 1 John 2:2 And he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for the whole world.

26 Matthew 27:46 About the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lima sabachthani?" That is, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"

%7 |saiah 53:5 But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, and by His scourging we are healed. ° All of
us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; but the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him.
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6. What happened three days after Jesus was crucified, and then for the next
40 days?

On the third day after Jesus was crucified He rose from the dead and showed Himself to His disciples and
hundreds of other people ® This was to prove who He was - God in the flesh - and to remind us of His pIan
There are many historical documents from this time period that state that people saw Jesus after He was
crucified and buried. Jesus then V|S|ted various people for the next 40 days % pefore He rose to heaven where
He is today, at the right hand of God.?

7. What must | do to accept Jesus’ free gift?

Would you like to accept Jesus’ gift right now? You must say this prayer out loud?’? and you must repeat it while

you are still alive. Don’t wait. Remember, Satan is hoping you will delay this decision. Don’t delay. Do it now and
your decision will be complete. Simply say the following prayer out loud and believe that Jesus came to earth to
die for your sins.

Dear God,

/ don't understand everything, but | know | am a sinner.

Because | am a sinner, | deserve death and separation from you.

Thank you for sending Jesus to die in my place.

/ trust in Jesus alone to forgive my sins and accept His gift of eternal life.

| pray that Jesus be my personal Savior and the Lord of my life.

In Jesus' name,

Amen.

%8 Acts 10:41 who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.

%9 Hosea 6:2 After two days he will revive us. On the third day he will raise us up, and we will live before him.

210 Acts 1:3 To these he also showed himself alive after he suffered, by many proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty days, and speaking about God's Kingdom.
2™ Mark 16:19 So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was received up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God.

2’2 Romans 10:9 that if you will confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

Page 35
www.understandgodswill.com




Chapter 5: | was made - to choose
Study Guide for the Group Leader

8. How can | align my decisions with God’s will?

1 Prioritize

If you believe in Jesus what are your priorities as a believer? According to Jesus the greatest commandment is to
love God, and to love others.?” This will be a very good start to your list. You will want to make decisions that
honor God and then you will want to make decisions that honor and love your family and your neighbors - as
yourself. That’s right, you are to love your neighbors as yourself. God loves you so He will want to support you in
all that you do. 24 He will give you choices and He will reward you for the righteous decisions that you make. 2 n
many cases there won’t be right or wrong decisions, only personal preferences. Both of these are W|th|n God's
perfect plan and His will for your life,?’® and both will lead to the fulfillment of God's purpose for your life?”’ as long
as you follow Him.

2 Study the Bible

Your Word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.””® When making key decisions there is a very important
question that you should always ask: What does God say about it? When facing important decisions you should
search the Bible and see what God says about it. It also might help to ask others as other people might have a
better understanding of what the Bible says than you do. You should search the Bible because this is where
God's guidance is Iocated All scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and
training in rlghteousness ° This is exactly what we need to do when making important decisions, let God’s Word
direct your footsteps

3 Go ahead and ask God

If you want to know what God wants, ask Him!®' He is right here with you and me. In other words, pray. And then
expect Him to answer your prayer. But don’t always expect His answer to come to you directly, or right away.
Oftentimes it is through someone else, or through a totally unpredictable situation, where He answers your
prayer. He might speak to you through a friend, or even someone you don’t know. He is very good at that. God
also has an incredible sense of humor - so you may receive your answer through the weirdest of situations or
circumstances. You could be at a place you have never been to before (like a gas station), at a time that you
could never have planned (you just had a flat tire), surrounded by people you have never met (a bunch of teens
just stopped in to buy some candy) - and BANG, your answer is given to you. When you hear God’s answer be
sure to praise Him for His responsiveness and His love for you. And then laugh your head off at the way He
answered your prayer. He just loves doing this to people who love Him. Also be sure to ask God for wisdom.?

For wisdom will enter your heart and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul.® Al godly wisdom starts with the
fear of the Lord, and the fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge. Don’t be a fool. Fools will despise
wisdom and instruction from the Lord.?®** God wants tozgwde you and help you make important decisions, and He
promises to teach and instruct you through His Word.”™ For God knows the plans that He has for you, plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.?®® Let Him guide you - through His Word.

273

Matthew 22:36 "Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the law?":37 Jesus said to him, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’

38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 A second likewise is this, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' 40 The whole law and the prophets depend on these two commandments."
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John 16:27 for the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me, and have believed that | came forth from God.

Jeremiah 32:19 great in counsel, and mighty in work; whose eyes are open on all the ways of the sons of men, to give everyone according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings.
Ecclesiastes 8:5 Whoever keeps the commandment shall not come to harm, and his wise heart will know the time and procedure.

Philippians 2:13 For it is God who works in you both to will and to work, for his good pleasure.

Psalms 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet, and a light for my path.

2 Tim 3:16 Every Scripture is God-breathed and is profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for instruction in righteousness.

Psalms 119:133 Establish my footsteps in your word. Don't let any iniquity have dominion over me.

James 1:5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach; and it will be given to him.

Proverbs 2:6 For the LORD gives wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge and understanding.

Proverbs 2:10 For wisdom will enter into your heart. Knowledge will be pleasant to your soul.

Proverbs 1:7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction.
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4 Quiet yourself — and listen

Many of us pray, but we don't listen. We view prayer as one-way communication. But God can’t talk to us if we
are continually talking. So stop and listen. Listening is probably the most important form of communication.
Learning to recognize God’s voice is one of the most important aspects of a believer’s life. We will continue to
struggle with our decisions if we don't learn to recognize God’s voice. Remember the lambs that recognize their
shepherd’s voice and they follow only that voice? The lambs that don’t recognize their shepherd’s voice - well,
they know not to follow the strange voice. We need to recognize our Shepherd’ S voice so we aren't led in the
wrong direction. For God knows that those who know Him will recognize His voice.

5 Seek Godly counsel

Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisers they succeed.”®® For the really important decisions in your
life it is wise to get counsel from other godly leaders in your life. A parent, a pastor, or even a friend who is well-
versed in scripture can be of immense help. They can help Xou remove any doubts that you have. The very last
thing you should do is |solate yourself and not seek counsel.””” Of course, the strongest counsel you can possibly
receive is from Jesus.?*® So don’t be afraid to ask Him.

6 Discern when to act

What is the wisest choice - that is the question. Use your spirit-filled mind to think through the issues and then
decide on the wisest course. Through the Holy Spirit you now have wisdom that will help guide and direct you.
Ask God for gwdance So how do we know we are doing things at the right time, in God’s time? God knows
when the time is r|ght ! We must pray, and listen. We must be sensitive to how God may lead us. Doing things
God’s way will save us time, energy, and money, not to mention avoiding lots of problems.

7 Exercise your faith

We must remember that decision-making is a process that takes time. You may need to submit your will over and
over to God throughout the decision-making process and then have faith and confidence that He will reveal His
will to you. Commit to the LORD whatever you do and He will establish your plans for you ltis highly unlikely
that God will reveal His plan to you if He knows that you won't obey Him. It is essential that your will is completely
submltted to His will. When your will is fully submltted to God you can have confidence that He will illuminate your
path ® Without faith it is impossible to pIease God.”®* He asks that you have faith as small as a mustard seed
and then nothing will be impossible for you

8 Learn from your mistakes

You will always make mistakes - and lots of them. But being a follower of Jesus does not exempt you from the
responsibility of becoming a better decision-maker based on the mistakes that you have already made. Being a
better decision-maker is not always somethm% that you need to work on, or do. Sometimes you simply need to be
quiet so God can impart His wisdom on you. ® When you do happen to make a mistake confess it to God and

285
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Psalms 32:8 | will instruct you and teach you in the way which you shall go. | will counsel you with my eye on you.

Jeremiah 29:11 For | know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. ** Then you will call on me and come

and pray to me, and | will listen to you. 2 you will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.
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John 10:27 My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow me.

Proverbs 15:22 Where there is no counsel, plans fail; but in a multitude of counselors they are established.
Proverbs 18:1 An unfriendly man pursues selfishness, and defies all sound judgment.

1 Corinthians 11:1 Be imitators of me, even as | also am of Christ.

Romans 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort; 4 who comforts us in all our affliction, that we may be able to comfort those

who are in any affliction, through the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.
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293

294

295

Proverbs 16:3 Commit your works to the LORD And your plans will be established.
Psalms 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet, and a light for my path.
Hebrews 11:6 Without faith it is impossible to be well pleasing to him, for he who comes to God must believe that he exists, and that he is a rewarder of those who seek him.

Matthew 17:20 He said to them, "Because of your unbelief. For most certainly | tell you, if you have faith as a grain of mustard seed, you will tell this mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it

will move; and nothing will be impossible for you.”
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ask Him for His forgiveness. Also, don’t allow the enemy to condemn you.”®” ?® Be sure to ask God for wisdom.

God wishes to impart His wisdom on you - but you need to ask for it. 2 When you do make a decision, and if you
are blessed by the result, be sure that God gets the credit and the glory % Also hope that others, someday, will
look on your life and learn how ;/ou made wise choices that glorify God. Little by little you will gain wisdom from
God's Word as you trust in Him.”™" You will also begin to see the results reflected in your decisions.

302 303

If you love God, you will be blessed.” Blessed are those who fear the Lord.

(Please continue with our Chapter 5 Part 2 audio file on our web site)

9. If | believe in Jesus will He protect me?

Can God protect me? Absolutely! Will He protect me? Well, it depends on His will - and we may not know what is
best for us. God doesn’t promise us that He will protect us from all of the bad stuff that happens in the world.
What He doesPromise is He will walk beside us during difficult times. He guarantees that He will never leave us
or forsake us™ " and He will give us strength and an inner peace when we face difficult times.

Even though God has the ability to protect us from physical harm, and deliver us from trouble, it might not be His
will to do so. Sometimes He uses trials and dlfflcult circumstances to purify us. Remember, we should consider it
pure joy when we face trials of many kinds.*®® God sometimes tests our faith in order to develop a higher level of
faith by allowing us to grow through trials so we can persevere and grow to maturlty ® When this is the case,
protecting us from trials would not be benef|C|aI to us. When God allows suffering in our life, it is almost always an
opportunity to strengthen our trust in Him.*

10. Why does God bless His people?

There is one over-arching reason why God blesses His people. It is so they can bring glory to His name. 8 He
also blesses and gifts certain people so they can serve and bless others. But for God to bless us we must be
obedient to His Word. God repeatedly promises us that He will bless us abundantly so we will abound in all
good works. For Him to fulfill that promise we must truly believe that He will. God's promises may seem
impossible to you, but for God who has created the universe, the earth, all Ilvmg creatures, as well as you and me
- nothing is ImpOSSIb|e ® God promlses to give you the desires of your heart®™ but you must ask Him for it. You
do not receive because you do not ask.?

2% Job 33:33 If not, listen to me. Hold your peace, and | will teach you wisdom.

27 1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us the sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we haven't sinned, we make him a liar, and his
word is not in us

2% Romans 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who don't walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in

Christ Jesus made me free from the law of sin and of death.

2 jJames 1:5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach; and it will be given to him. 6 But let him ask in faith, without any doubting, for he

who doubits is like a wave of the sea, driven by the wind and tossed.
% Romans 16:27 to the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ!

%1 jeremiah 17:7 “Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD And whose trust is the LORD. ®“For he will be like a tree planted by the water, that extends its roots by a stream and will not fear

when the heat comes; but its leaves will be green, and it will not be anxious in a year of drought nor cease to yield fruit.

%2 peuteronomy 11 ** So if you faithfully obey the commands | am giving you today—to love the LORD your God and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul- ** then I will send rain
on your land in its season, both autumn and spring rains, so that you may gather in your grain, new wine and oil.

%2 psalms 112 * Blessed are those who fear the LORD, who find great delight in his commands. 2 Their children will be mighty in the land; the generation of the upright will be blessed.
Deuteronomy 31:8 The LORD is the one who goes ahead of you; He will be with you. He will not fail you or forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed.

James 1:2 Count it all joy, my brother, when you fall into various temptations,

James 1:4 Let endurance have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

Psalms 62:8 Trust in him at all times, you people. Pour out your heart before him. God is a refuge for us.

Psalms 67:1 May God be merciful to us, bless us, and cause his face to shine on us. 2 That your way may be known on earth, and your salvation among all nations.

2 Corinthians 9:8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, that you, always having all sufficiency in everything, may abound to every good work.

Matthew 19:26 Looking at them, Jesus said, "With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible."

Psalms 37:4 Delight yourself in the LORD; and He will give you the desires of your heart.

James 4:2 You don't have, because you don't ask.
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11. Does God hear and respond to every prayer?

There is no doubt that Jesus hears every prayer - whether the person beheves in Jesus or not. God is omniscient,
which means He hears and sees everything that happens on earth.>™ Is there any place on earth where you
could possibly hide where God will not hear your prayer? The answer is No.*" Everythmg you do, and think, is
laid bare before the eyes of the One to whom you must give account someday Everythmg So nobody should
have any doubt that God hears all prayers.

Jesus not only hears the prayers from those who believe in Him, He answers them - but not always in the way
that we want, or in the way that we ask. He tells believers to boldly approach His throne so He can help us in our
time of need.*'® But, this doesn’t mean that the answer to your prayer will always be a Yes. Sometimes it will be
No. And sometimes - well, the answer may be something very different than what you expected. This is because
Jesus knows what you need far better than you do. The nice thing about our prayers is Jesus knows our
intentions. We don’t need to use any fancy words. If our intentions aren’t right with Him, He will see right through
it. He knows whether answering a prayer will be good for everyone, or not. He knows whether satisfying a prayer
will further His kingdom, or not. He knows whether satisfying a prayer will allow us to serve or bless others, or
not. This means that not all of our prayers are consistent with His will so some of our prayers may go without an
answer. They will be overruled.

12. Who does God bless?

In Matthew 5 it says Now when Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on a mountainside and sat down. His
disciples came to him, and He began to teach them. He said:

*Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

*Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

°Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

®Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

’Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.

®Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

%Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

'%Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
"'Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of
Me.

12Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets
who were before you.

32 proverbs 5:21 For the ways of a man are before the eyes of the LORD, and He watches all his paths.
3% Jeremiah 23:24 “Can a man hide himself in hiding places so | do not see him?” declares the LORD. “Do | not fill the heavens and the earth?” declares the LORD.
35 Hebrews 4:13 but all things are naked and laid open before the eyes of him with whom we have to do.

316 Hebrews 4:16 Let us therefore draw near with boldness to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and may find grace for help in time of need.
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13. What are some reasons why God doesn’t give His blessings?

It's possible that you are not receiving God’s blessings because you are not committed to God and His teachings.
In the eyes of the Lord you might be considered lukewarm.®'” When things are going well, you ignore Him. And
then when something bad happens in your life you cry out to Him. You are cold, then warm, then cold, then warm,
and since you don’t trust in Him for every major decision in your life - how can He trust you? God needs your
commitment. He needs to know where you stand and whether you trust in His standards and are willing to live by
His standards. Having a lack of commitment to God and His standards is probably the biggest problem in our
society today. Everybody seems to want everything and they will do whatever it takes get it, including lying,
cheating, being dishonest, and even if it means getting ahead at the expense of others.

Many people seem to be living a life without having any real commitments, or even standards. Many people will
say what they believe you want to hear with no moral thought as to what they are actually saying. They will say
they believe in God, yet they don’t live according to His standards. They will pick and choose God’s standards
that they like, and disobey the rest - as if these “other” standards don’t mean anything. A person will get married
and then shortly thereafter file for divorce. They will attend church and as they leave the church parking Iot they
will cut somebody off and shake their fist. This is a grievous and non-committed lifestyle that God abhors.*"® God
needs your commitment. If you are not 100% for God and committed to His principles then you are against Him.
As you can imagine if you are not living a committed lifestyle where God can trust you, you will not receive His
blessings.

If you always do and say things that please the crowd, instead of doing what is right, God will know that He can’t
depend on you to make the right decision when He needs it the most. If He can’'t depend on you why would He
risk blessing you with things that might go to waste? God might test your faith to see if you can be trusted.’
Testing your faith is how God finds out whether He can depend on you through thick and thin, through troubles
and difficulties, through pain and suffering, through failures and frustration, and so much more.

317

Revelation 3:16 So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, | will vomit you out of my mouth. 17 Because you say, 'l am rich, and have gotten riches, and have need of nothing;’

and don't know that you are the wretched one, miserable, poor, blind, and naked.

318
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Malachi 2:16 “The man who hates and divorces his wife,” says the Lord, the God of Israel, “does violence to the one he should protect,” says the Lord Almighty.

Hebrews 11:17 By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice.
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14. When will | be blessed?

You will be blessed when you are at the end of your rope.320

You will be blessed when you keep peace between those who argue and corrupt.321

You will be blessed for being persecuted while holding firm to your faith.>?

You will be blessed for showing mercy to those who persecute you.323

You will be blessed for helping those in need.***

You will be blessed when you hear the word of God and obey it. 2

You will be blessed when your mind and your heart is right with God.**®

Ask God to help you align your mind and your heart with His mind and His heart. Admit your moral bankruptcy
and ask God to forgive you for your sins. Ask for wisdom. Instead of relying on your own strength turn your life
over to Jesus and rely on His strength. When you are weary you will find rest for your soul through God.*

Matthew 5:3 Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.
Matthew 5:9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called children of God.
Matthew 5:10 Blessed are those who have been persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.

Matthew 5:7 Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.

328 Matthew 5:5 Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth.

35 Luke 11:28 But he said, "On the contrary, blessed are those who hear the word of God, and keep it."

3% 1 Chronicles 28:9 And you, my son Solomon, acknowledge the God of your father, and serve him with wholehearted devotion and with a willing mind, for the Lord searches every heart and
understands every desire and every thought. If you seek him, he will be found by you; but if you forsake him, he will reject you forever.

327 Matthew 11:28 "Come to me, all you who labor and are heavily burdened, and | will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for | am gentle and lowly in heart; and you will
find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light."

Page 41
www.understandgodswill.com



Chapter 5: | was made - to choose
Study Guide for the Group Leader

Page 42
www.understandgodswill.com



Chapter 6: | was made - for a mission
Study Guide for the Group Leader

—

Chapter 6: 1 was made - for a mission

(Please listen to our Chapter 6 Part 1 audio file on our web site)

Study Questions

1. When was “my mission” put in place?

God has had His plan in place for you before you were born.*?® The life you have lived, and the problems that you
have experienced, have not come about by accident. It is all part of God’s grand plan. Your birth andzgour future
were all ordained. All the days of your life were written in God’s book before even one came to be® including
who your parents would be, when and where you would be born, where you would live, what you would look like,
who your friends would be, and the different experiences - both good and bad - that you would live through.
These were all planned by God for a very specific purpose. Even all of the bad experiences that you have lived
through have been for a reason. All of your experiences have been for your spiritual growth.

8 psalms 139:15 My frame wasn't hidden from you, when | was made in secret, woven together in the depths of the earth.

32 psalms 139:16 Your eyes saw my body. In your book they were all written, the days that were ordained for me, when as yet there were none of them.

Page 43
www.understandgodswill.com



Chapter 6: | was made - for a mission
Study Guide for the Group Leader

2. Did God come to earth to save my body, my spirit, or both?

Our spirit is the reason why He came to earth. God didn’t come to earth to die on the cross to save our earthly
bodies. He came to earth to save our soul, which is our spirit. Our bodies are just tem(Porary; our bodies are weak
and will always be full of problems. Some of our weaknesses are by God’s design. %% Our bodies will continue to
fail us as they haven’t been designed for etermty, but our spirit has been designed for eternity. It is our spirit that
provides a guarantee of what is yet to come.?

The longing in our heart to find out who we are and why we were born starts a new direction in our life. We were
all made for a mission, but God leaves it up to each of us to find out what it is. God gives us His Holy Spirit to live
within us®*? to help us find the answer to this important question. But for God’s Holy Spirit to help us we must
believe that God came to earth in the form of Jesus to die for our sins. This is the only way that God can help us.

Learning God’s will for my life — will it be easy?

Understanding God’s will for your life is not something that will be handed to you on a silver platter. It's going to
take some work. But God wants you to know His will.** He isn’t hiding it from you. You must start by not
conforming to the things of this world. Remember, Satan has control and dominion over the world in which we live
- which means if you continue to listen to the messages “the world” sends your way you are basically agreeing to
conform to Satan’s schemes, his deceptions, his devices, and his destructive messages, which are many. If you
continue to conform to his way and his messa ges you will be walking into his trap and you will be walking down
his path, and we know where that path leads.*" It leads to darkness.

God wants everyone to find the purpose and mission that He has ordained for them. Unfortunately, not everyone
will. Not everyone will find it, or even seek it. It is your own personal responsibility to discover God’s will for your
life. Nobody else can do this for you. To find it, you must seek it. How do you find something if you don’t look for
it? It is the seeking that requires work. The best way to do this is to read what He is telling you in His instruction
manual - the Bible. This book is meant to give you some insight into what the Bible says, but the Bible will be
1000 times more thorough. The Bible is His full and accurate Word.

330

John 9:1 As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" 3 Jesus answered, "Neither did this

man sin, nor his parents; but, that the works of God might be revealed in him.”
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2 Corinthians 1:22 who also sealed us, and gave us the down payment of the Spirit in our hearts.
Romans 8:27 He who searches the hearts knows what is on the Spirit's mind, because he makes intercession for the saints according to God.

Romans 12:2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and

perfect will.

334

Matthew 7:13 Enter in by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and many are those who enter in by it. 14 How narrow is the gate, and restricted is

the way that leads to life! Few are those who find it.
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4. What is the most important decision that anyone can make?

The decision is incredibly simple - it's simply to believe. Believe in Jesus. You must believe that God so loved the
world that He sent His only Son, Jesus, to earth to save you from your sins, that whoever believes in Him shall
not perish but have eternal life.**® Can you say easy? But you must do this one thing. God is watching. He
created you and He is watching for your commitment. He came to earth to die for you, and because of what He
did for you - He needs to know that you believe in Him. He needs to know that you are committed. Until you are
committed, and until He knows that you believe in Him, He can’t help you.

His plan was perfect. It was a plan that was already in place when Adam sinned. God’s plan means that we all
have a Savior. But to be saved we must believe. It was, and is, the perfect plan, develoged by a perfect God,
executed to perfection. We just need to believe. Jesus is the fabric of God’s grand pIan3 ® 337 and Jesus is the
fabric of His beautiful design. Jesus is also the thread through which we can reach the top of the rug.

5. How can | learn God’s will for my life?

It all starts with the Word of God since God’s Word is His will. Don’t be foolish and not try to understand God’s will
for your life.**® The chief purpose for our life is to live according to His will, and when you live according to His will
there will be a supernatural peace and a supernatural joy that will come into your life. This is also when God’s
blessings can begin to flow into your life - when you live according to His standards and do what He has called
you to do.>*® 34

There isn’t a special process that you must follow to discover God’s will for your life. His plan is practical, not
mystical. You must simply desire to live a life that is connected with His and live a life that aligns with His
standards. This will start the process of spiritual discovery. Simply follow His Word and immerse your life in a
desire for discovery. When you do this God will begin to reveal the answers that you seek. When you open your
heart, pray and ask for answers and you will begin to see and understand revelations that He gives you. Simply
ask Him and He will provide. It is God’s Holy Spirit that has taken up residence in your heart that will give you a
level of understanding and knowledge that you desire.®"’

3% John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish, but have eternal life.

3% Acts 2:23 this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death.

337 2 Corinthians 5:21 For him who knew no sin he made to be sin on our behalf; so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
* Ephesians 5:17 Therefore don't be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.

339 Deuteronomy 28:2 All these blessings will come upon you and overtake you if you obey the LORD your God.
0 psalms 128:2 For you will eat the labor of your hands. You will be happy, and it will be well with you.

341 Job 32:8 But there is a spirit in man, and the breath of the Almighty gives them understanding.
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6.

How do | recognize God’s blessings?

Don't feel disheartened if you don’t understand God’s will for your life and answers to your prayers don’t jump out
at you the moment that you start your journey. The answers to your prayers will probably come to you over time -
like taking a long stroll through the woods. The longer you walk, and the more alert you are, the more you will
see. During your search be sure to walk slowly because God’s treasures and His answers are behind every plant,
under every rock, in every tree, and in every stream. Also be sure to watch the beautiful clouds that are rolling by
as you walk.

God'’s treasures and His blessings come in many different forms To recognize God’s blessings you need to be
on alert, and when you are, His blessings will speak to you 2 Too many times we walk so fast that we miss
seeing His blessings. This can happen if we let the world consume our lives. One of Satan’s goals is to blind us
with work, TV, computers, magazines, and other “stuff’ so we don’t see or experience God’s blessings, or even
experience God. Satan does not want us to experience God so Satan will do everything he can to keep us
walking too fast so we don’t experience God’s will for our life. Slow down and resist Satan’s “busy”-ness and he
will flee from you.**® *** As you take your walk trust that the Lord will reveal more of His will to you. Be confident
that He who began a good work in you will carry it to completlon ® For God’s purpose is that His son Jesus will
be glorified and that His Good News in the Bible will be communicated throughout the world.**

Are my natural abilities and my talents God’s will for my life?

A mistake that many of us make is assuming that whatever we are “good” at - that this is God’s will for my life. We
assume that if we are really good at something it must mean that God wants us to use that to further His
kingdom. This might be true, but we should not assume that this is the case. God has given each of us unique
skills and abilities and talents, which is wonderful, but if we only focus on these things while we search for God’s
will for our life we might miss somethin extremea)é 5portant We need to lean on God. We need to lean on Him
to sustain us in all areas of our life.*’ 38 349 350 351 352 G445 will includes having a relationship with Him,
connecting with Him, needing Him, following Him,*** and living a life according to His standards.

348

349
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Proverbs 6:22 When you walk, it will lead you. When you sleep, it will watch over you. When you awake, it will talk with you.

James 4:7 Be subject therefore to God. But resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

1 Peter 5:9 Withstand him steadfast in your faith, knowing that your brothers who are in the world are undergoing the same sufferings.

Philippians 1:6 For | am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.

Colossians 1:6 which has come to you; even as it is in all the world and is bearing fruit and growing, as it does in you also, since the day you heard and knew the grace of God in truth.
Psalms 41:3 The LORD will sustain him upon his sickbed; in his illness, You restore him to health.

Psalms 55:22 Cast your burden upon the LORD and He will sustain you; He will never allow the righteous to be shaken.

Psalms 147:6 The LORD supports the afflicted; He brings down the wicked to the ground.

Isaiah 50:4 The Lord GOD has given Me the tongue of disciples, that | may know how to sustain the weary one with a word. He awakens Me morning by morning, He awakens My ear to listen

as a disciple.

351

Hebrews 1:3 His Son is the radiance of his glory, the very image of his substance, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself made purification for our sins, sat

down on the right hand of the Majesty on high.

352

353

Isaiah 46:4 and even to old age | am he, and even to gray hairs will | carry you. | have made, and | will bear; yes, | will carry, and will deliver.

Luke 9:23 He said to all, "If anyone desires to come after me, let him deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me.”
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8. How will | “short-circuit” learning God’s will for my life?

When we are really good at something, when we are so good that we don’t feel like we need any of God’s help,
this is when we might short-circuit what God desires for us. God’s will for us is so much more than focusing on
our talents and our natural abilities. God wants us to have faith in Him. God wants us to accomplish things that
we could never accomplish without Him. When we accomplish something that we could never accomplish without
Him (e.g., I|ke writing this book and this study guide) it strengthens our faith in Him and we will overflow with
thankfulness.®

God’s will for our life is so much more than our occupation and our talents and our natural abilities. Our goal must
be to live a life that is pleasing to God and to allow the Hon Spirit within us to help guide our daily decisions. For
the Lord says, He will bless those who follow Him.** **® God wants all people to be saved and to come to the
knowled%e of His truth.*” When you trust in Him and lean not on your own understanding He will make your path
straight.

What will happen if | live according to God’s will?

When you live according to God’s WI|| and if you work to fulfill your purpose God will provide you with a
supernatural peace and joy in your life.**® *° 3! This is God’s gift to you, that you may be blessed, so you can
bless others. His gift will include a confidence in everything that you do.*** God will also help you make key
decisions in your life, decisions that will be easier and clearer - which will give you additional peace.

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart; and lean not unto your own understanding. In all your ways
acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.” - Proverbs 3:5-6

But this doesn’t mean that you will never have hardships or difficulties in your life; you will have problems. As a
believer in Jesus you can dellght in your weakness, hardships, persecutions, and dlfflcultles for when you are
weak you can be strong %3 As you persevere you will rece|ve what He has promised you * For Jesus has won
the war. The war is over.*®® Jesus has overcome the world.**® The true joy in your life will be finding God’s will for
your life. Keep God’s Word as your foundation and watch His plan unfold right before your very eyes. This is
when you will start to receive some hints as to what the top of the rug looks like.

% Colossians 2:7 rooted and built up in him, and established in the faith, even as you were taught, abounding in it in thanksgiving.
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Deuteronomy 28:1 Now it shall be, if you diligently obey the LORD your God, being careful to do all His commandments which | command you today, the LORD your God will set you high above

all the nations of the earth..
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Psalms 128:2 For you will eat the labor of your hands. You will be happy, and it will be well with you.

1 Timothy 2:3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior; 4 who desires all people to be saved and come to full knowledge of the truth.

Proverbs 3:5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding. Cinall your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.

Isaiah 55:12 For you shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: the mountains and the hills shall break forth before you into singing; and all the trees of the fields shall clap their hands.
Romans 14:17 for the Kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit.

Galations 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness.

Isaiah 32:17 The work of righteousness will be peace; and the effect of righteousness, quietness and confidence forever.

2 Corinthians 12:10 Therefore | take pleasure in weaknesses, in injuries, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ's sake. For when | am weak, then am | strong.

Hebrews 10:36 For you need endurance so that, having done the will of God, you may receive the promise.

Jeremiah 1:19 They will fight against you, but they will not overcome you, for | am with you to deliver you,” declares the LORD.

John 16:33 | have told you these things, that in me you may have peace. In the world you have oppression; but cheer up! | have overcome the world.
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10. The spiritual gifts the Lord gives me — are they for my benefit?

It is important to understand that whatever gift God has given to you, it is not meant for you. Your gift is meant to
be given away. Your gift is meant to benefit others in your service to them. Your gift is not for your own pleasure.
Another way of saying this is: your gift is for God’s glory, not for your own glory. When you use your gift to serve
others you are bringing about the unity of the body of Christ, and when the body of Christ is in unity you will help
stimulate spiritual growth within the body’s members.

11. What are some of the spiritual gifts that | might receive?
In alphabetical order (not a complete list...):
1. The gift of Administration - the gift of planning and directing
2. The gift of Art & Artistry - the gift of creating artistic expressions of things
3. The gift of Discernment - the gift of knowing what is right and wrong and knowing God’s will

4. The gift of Evangelism - the gift that moves believers to reach nonbelievers so they may become active
members of the Christian community

5. The gift of Encouragement /Exhortation - the gift that moves believers to reach out with love to people in
conflict or facing a problem

6. The gift of Faith - the gift that gives believers the eyes to see the Spirit at work within them

7. The gift of Giving - the gift that enables a believer to recognize God's blessings and to respond by being
generous with time and talent

8. The gift of Healing - the gift that allows a believer to use the healing power of the Lord
9. The gift of Hospitality - the gift that moves a believer to welcome and receive guests, especially those in need

10. The gift of Intercession - the gift that enables a believer to pray with the certainty that their prayer will be
heard

11. The gift of Knowledge - the gift that drives a person to fully understand the Bible’s teachings and the
promises outlined in the Bible

12. The gift of Leadership - the gift that gives a believer the confidence to fully prepare for the future

13. The gift of Mercy - the gift that motivates a believer to feel deeply for those in need and then act to meet that
need

14. The gift of Music - the gift that gives a believer the capability to inspire others through song and instruments
15. The gift of Prophecy - the gift that gives a believer the capability to speak forth the truth

16. The gift of Shepherding & Pastoring - the gift that gives a believer the ability to provide spiritual leadership
and direction for individuals or groups

17. The gift of Service - the gift that enables a believer to serve others so God’s work is fulfilled

18. The gift of Skilled Crafts - the gift that enables a believer to make, repair, and maintain things
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19. The gift of Teaching - the gift that enables a believer to communicate an understanding of something so it
becomes clear and understandable to others

20. The gift of Wisdom - the gift that allows a believer to determine the best solution for something

21. The gift of Writing - the gift that gives a believer the ability to express thoughts, ideas, and the truth through
the written word

12. Do | getto choose my spiritual gift?

You don’t get to choose which gift you get as God chooses it for you. The only choice that you get is to unwrap it
and use it. The gift that you receive is a God-given assignment367 and a desire for you to perform a specific
function within the body of Christ. Your gift is given to you along with a supernatural energy that will make your
service to others effortless and joyful. You will use your gift to serve others and you will love doing it! Don’t worry -
you will be happy with the gift that you receive. 68

(Please continue with our Chapter 6 Part 2 audio file on our web site)

13. Why should we pray?

God already knows what we need and want so why should we pray? Is it because we think God doesn’t know
what we need? Is it because we think God doesn’t know we are hurting? Or maybe we think that He will give us a
special favor or dispensation if we solemnly ask Him in prayer?

The answer is: true prayer is asking in faith. We must pray and ask that His will be done. God wants us to ask for
things. When we ask God for things we are expressing our dependence on Him and we are acknowledging that
He is in control. We are acknowledging that He knows what we need and that we need His involvement. We want
His involvement. Prayer is faith in action. Prag/er is knocking on His door and through faith in Him we know He will
open the door and give us what we ask for.®® When we align with His will, and obey His commands, we will know
He will bless us and that He will set us high above the nations on earth.*”

But, just because God knows what we need, this surely doesn’t mean that we should stop asking Him. We should
pray because we wish to align with His will. We should pray because we wish to deepen our relationship with
Him. God says that He will help transform us so we can know His will.*’" Let's repeat this very important point -
through prayer and dependence on Him our minds will be transformed so we can know His will.

7 1 Peter 4:10 As each has received a gift, employ it in serving one another, as good managers of the grace of God in its various forms.

38 2 Corinthians 8:12 For if the readiness is there, it is acceptable according to what you have, not according to what you don't have.

39 Matthew 7:7 "Ask, and it will be given you. Seek, and you will find. Knock, and it will be opened for you. 8 For everyone who asks receives. He who seeks finds. To him who knocks it will be
opened.

s Deuteronomy 28:1 “Now it shall be, if you diligently obey the LORD your God, being careful to do all His commandments which | command you today, the LORD your God will set you high
above all the nations of the earth. 2 All these blessings will come upon you and overtake you if you obey the LORD your God: 3Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the
country.

3"t Romans 12:1 Therefore | urge you, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service. 2 Don't be conformed to
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what is the good, well-pleasing, and perfect will of God.
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14.

(Please continue with our Chapter 6 Part 3 audio file on our web site)

This audio file is a song — which is integral to the remaining sections
of our book and this study guide. Please take time to listen to it.

Why it is so hard to tell others about our faith, or about Jesus?

Trying to describe Jesus to other people without fully understanding His plan, and everything He did to fulfill His
plan, is like trying to describe someone by only reading their obituary. It can’t be done. Is there anyone who can
describe a person they never knew? To describe someone we need to know what they said, what they did, what
was important to them, what they stood for, how they cared for others, what they believed in, and so much more.

The same is true for many of us when someone brings up the topic of Jesus in conversation, or the topic of faith.
We get nervous. Our heart rate jumps. We want to change the subject. But it shouldn’t be this way. We need to
understand what God did for us and be comfortable talking about it.
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(Please continue with our Chapter 6 Part 4 audio file on our web site)

15. Am | supposed to tell others about Jesus?

The answer is Yes, and here are a few reasons why:

Because the Lord told us to.*’? *’°

The Lord told us to always be ready to explain the hope that we have.*’*

The Lord told us to do unto others as we would have them do unto us.®”®

The Lord told us to tell others - whether they wish to listen, or not.*’®

If you are ashamed to talk about Him, He will be ashamed of you when His is glorified.377

Because telling others is one of the fruits of the Spirit.378

Because telling others is a wise thing to do.>”®

Because telling others will help them from going to Hell.**°

Because telling others will please God.*®'

. Because telling others provides fellowship with God. %
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. Because telling others will make the angels rejoice.’®
384
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Because telling others will help provide more workers for the harvest of finding more un-saved souls.

16. Can | make a difference in the world when | am so incredibly small?

Yes! Listen to the song. Every single one of us can reach someone, people that we know, and people that we
don’t see very often - maybe some of your neighbors, shut-ins, acquaintances, casual friends, and others.
Together we can all reach everyone. All we need to believe is that we can be a spark, a spark that starts a flame,
a flame that starts a fire, a fire that cannot be consumed. This fire can travel the world, to every person, if we
believe.

372

Matthew 28:19 Therefore go, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that |

commanded you. Behold, | am with you always, even to the end of the age. Amen

373

Acts 10:42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that this is he who is appointed by God as the Judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him, that

through his name everyone who believes in him will receive remission of sins.
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1 Peter 3:15 and always be ready to give an answer to everyone who asks you a reason concerning the hope that is in you, with humility and fear.

Matthew 7:12 Therefore whatever you desire for men to do to you, you shall also do to them; for this is the law and the prophets.

Ezekiel 3:11 Go to the exiles, to the sons of your people, and speak to them and tell them, whether they listen or not, ‘Thus says the Lord Gob.

Luke 9:26 For whoever will be ashamed of me and of my words, of him will the Son of Man be ashamed, when he comes in his glory, and the glory of the Father, and of the holy angels.
Galations 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness.

Proverbs 11:30 The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life. He who is wise wins souls.

Luke 12:5 But | will warn you whom you should fear. Fear him, who after he has killed, has power to cast into Hell. Yes, | tell you, fear him.

Luke 12:8 | tell you, everyone who confesses me before men, him will the Son of Man also confess before the angels of God.

1 John 1:3 that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with us. Yes, and our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son, Jesus Christ.
Luke 15:10 Even so, | tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner repenting.

Luke 10:2 Then he said to them, "The harvest is indeed plentiful, but the laborers are few. Pray therefore to the Lord of the harvest, that he may send out laborers into his harvest.”
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17. What are ways that | can be a spark?

See many examples in Chapter 6.

18. What is our mission while here on earth?

Our mission while on earth is summarized in The Lord’s Prayer: (Matthew 6)

%This, then, is how you should pray: ‘Our Father in heaven hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come, your will be done, on earth as itis in heaven "Give us this day our daily bread. 2And forgive
us our debts, as we also forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the
evil one.”

Do you see in verse 10 where it says that our mission is to help bring God’s kingdom to earth? Our eternal
salvation is guaranteed the moment that we put our faith in Jesus, but the quality of our life while here on earth
depends on carrying out God’s plan after our salvation. It is through our obedlence to H|s Word, and leaving our
former way of life behind, that our eyes will be opened to our glorious inheritance. 385 386 This will require that we
continue to grow in our knowledge of Jesus®’ which re%U|res that we study the Bible so we will not be ashamed
when we are provided with an opportunity to tell others. Our persistent learning of God’s Word will enlarge
our capacity for loving, forgiving, joy, and happiness, and it will also give us the ablllty to grasp how wide and long
and high and deep is the love of Christ and that His love surpasses all knowledge.*

%5 Ephesians 1:18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope of his calling, and what are the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 19 and what
is the exceeding greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to that working of the strength of his might.

6 Ephesians 4:22 that you put away, as concerning your former way of life, the old man, that grows corrupt after the lusts of deceit; 23 and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24 and
put on the new man, who in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of truth.

37 2 peter 3:18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and forever.
8 2 Timothy 2:15 Give diligence to present yourself approved by God, a workman who doesn't need to be ashamed, properly handling the Word of Truth.

39 Timothy 3:16 Every Scripture is God-breathed and is profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete,
thoroughly equipped for every good work.

390 Ephesians 3:18 may be strengthened to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to know Christ's love which surpasses knowledge, that you
may be filled with all the fullness of God.
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19. How can | abide by His teachings?

Here are some of the areas where the Bible says we should abide by His teachings while letting the fruits of His
(Holy) Spirit flow through us:

Trust in the Lord.>®"

Live by the will of God.>*

Seek His Kingdom in everything that you do.

Give God thanks in all circumstances - both the good and the bad things that happen in your life.

Honor God in all that you do - obey His standards.>®*

Serve and do good works according to His will, 39 397 398

Seek the good of others.>**

Let your light shine before others (as you serve) so they may see your good works and glorify our Father in
heaven.*®

9. Silence the ignorant talk of non-believers through your good works.

10. Avoid sexual immorality.‘m2

11. Teach, rebuke, correct and train others in righteousness.*”

12. Pray in all righteousness, and believe that God will answer your prayers.***

13. Pray for His blessings and His forgiveness. Have confidence in approaching God.

14. Don't let any unwholesome talk come from your mouth*® and do not take the Lord’s name in vain.

15. Continue to do God’s will even if you suffer for it. %

16. Be generous and give with a loving heart.*®

17. Don't store up treasures on earth.*%

18. Persevere.*'"
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Isaiah 26:4 Trust in the LORD forever, for in GOD the LORD, we have an everlasting Rock.

1 Peter 4:2 that you no longer should live the rest of your time in the flesh for the lusts of men, but for the will of God.

Matthew 6:33 But seek first God's Kingdom, and his righteousness; and all these things will be given to you as well.

1 Thessalonians 5:18 In everything give thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus toward you.

Ezra 10:11 Now therefore, make confession to the LORD God of your fathers and do His will.

Hebrews 2:4 God also testifying with them, both by signs and wonders, by various works of power, and by gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to his own will?

Hebrews 13:21 make you complete in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever.
Ephesians 1:11 in whom also we were assigned an inheritance, having been foreordained according to the purpose of him who works all things after the counsel of his will.
1 Corinthians 10:24 Let no one seek his own, but each one his neighbor's good.

Matthew 5:16 Even so, let your light shine before men; that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.

1 Peter 2:15 For this is the will of God, that by well-doing you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish men.

1 Thessalonians 4:3 For this is the will of God: your sanctification, that you abstain from sexual immorality.

2 Timothy 3:16 Every Scripture is God-breathed and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for instruction in righteousness.

John 9:31 We know that God doesn't listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshipper of God, and does his will, he listens to him.

1 John 5:14 This is the boldness which we have toward him, that, if we ask anything according to his will, he listens to us.

Ephesians 4:29 Let no corrupt speech proceed out of your mouth, but such as is good for building up as the need may be, that it may give grace to those who hear.

1 Peter 4:19 Therefore let them also who suffer according to the will of God in doing good entrust their souls to him, as to a faithful Creator.

Deuteronomy 15:10 You shall generously give to him, and your heart shall not be grieved when you give to him, because for this thing the LORD your God will bless you in all your work and in

all your undertakings.
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Matthew 6:19 "Don't lay up treasures for yourselves on the earth, where moth and rust consume, and where thieves break through and steal; 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,

where neither moth nor rust consume, and where thieves don't break through and steal; 21 for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
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Hebrews 10:36 For you need endurance so that, having done the will of God, you may receive the promise.
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20. What will happen when | decide to follow Jesus?

By putting your hope in Jesus He will give you a new heart. He will set you free. He will give you hope and peace.
He will give you a new life. When you abide in Him He will give you the desires of your heart*'" and He will give
you the kind of good works that God prepared in advance for you to do. 2

But there is still some work that you must do. You must learn what God’s will is for your life and to do that you
must study God’s Word. Don’t waste another minute wondering what could have been. It still can be. You can
continue to make unwise decisions regarding how you spend your time, potentially wasting the impact that your
life could have had, or you can start making wise decisions right now.

When you dedicate some time to this you will have the type of life that will serve the Lord and bless you at the
same time. Start now. But you will need to be patient while you wait. God must trust you before His blessings will
flow. And you must trust God that He will show you more of His plan when He is ready. God isn't going to show
you everything all at once, but God does have a plan for you and it might take some time to find out what that is.
Someday you will get to see the top of the rug and it is going to be exquisite. Your life will shine within His
glorious design.
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Psalms 37:4 Delight yourself in the LORD; and He will give you the desires of your heart.

Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared before that we would walk in them.
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Bible References

Many different Bible translations were considered for inclusion in this book. Unfortunately, most
of the translations, including the NIV, NKJV, NASV, RSV, NRSV, NAB, and several others, are
copyrighted and require royalty payments to reference their verses in mass (like in this book; we
have approximately 700 verses within our footnotes in this book). For us to blanket the world with
our book, and to keep our eBook free and our paperback cost as low as possible, we could not
incur the cost of these royalty payments. Many of these translations are very good - but they
become too expensive when trying to blanket the world with hundreds of thousands and possibly
millions of book. Therefore, we had to make the difficult decision to use a royalty-free version of
the Bible in our footnote references. The translation that we chose is a free and updated version
of the American Standard Version (1901) called the World English Bible. The ASV was, and is,
considered to be a very reliable and honest translation of the Bible. New American Standard
Bible (NASB) verses are also referenced in this book and the NASB has a liberal use clause
which allows us to reference up to 500 verses without written permission and without needing to
pay royalty payments. If you have any questions about any of the verses/references that we
used within this book we recommend that you cross-reference it with the Bible translation that
you prefer to see what your translation says. We are not for, or against, any translation, we
simply want to get this message out to the entire world - without paying royalties - so everyone in
the world can learn about Jesus and understand God’s will for their life.

In addition:

Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE ®,
Copyright © 1960,1962,1963,1968,1971,1972,1973,1975,1977,1995
by The Lockman Foundation.

Used by Permission.
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Romans 12:2

Then you will be able to test and approve
what God’s will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.
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